
S O C I A L I S T  A C T I O N

Concessions No More! 
Fight to Defeat Austerity 

a collection of talks presented at Socialism 2013, the annual international 
educational conference hosted by Socialist Action / Ligue pour l'Action socialiste, 

held May 10-12, 2013 at the University of Toronto

$ %

Price: $ 5



S O C I A L I S T  A C T I O N

2 SOCIALISM 2013: CONCESSIONS NO MORE! FIGHT TO DEFEAT AUSTERITY

CONTENTS

Introduction 
by ELIZABETH BYCE .......................................... 3

Concessions No More!  
Unions and the Austerity Drive 
by JULIUS ARSCOTT  ........................................  5

Women Stand Up to Violence, Rape and 
Anti-Choice Bigots 
by CHRISTINE MARIE  ....................................... 9

CAW-CEP Merger: Undemocratic from the start
by BRUCE ALLEN .............................................. 14

How to Change the World in 2013
by BARRY WEISLEDER .................................... 16

How Immigration Laws Keep the Poor Down 
by MAC SCOTT .................................................. 21

Aboriginal Rights, Pipelines and 
the Environment
by JOHN WILSON  ............................................. 22

Leninism and the Revolutionary Party: 
Notes for a talk
by ADAM SHILS  ............................................... 25

What's Behind the Attack on Civil liberties, 
Immigrants and Minorities?
by BEN ROSTOKER  .......................................... 29

The Abortion Rights Struggle 
in the Canadian State
by DR. ROBBIE MAHOOD  .............................. 35

What is the Socialism for which SA is fighting?  
by BARRY WEISLEDER .................................... 39

JULIUS ARSCOTT is Vice President of Ontario 
Public Serive Employees' Union Local 532, a Delegate 
to the Toronto and York Region Labour Council, and a 
leading member of Socialist Action / Ligue pour 
l'Action socialiste.

CHRISTINE MARIE is a long time feminist activist, 
an Administrative Committee member of the United 
National Anti-War Coalition, and a leader of Socialist 
Action-USA, based in Connecticut

BRUCE ALLEN is Vice-President of Canadian Auto 
Workers union Local 199 (now a Local in Unifor), and 
Vice-President of the Niagara Regional Labour Council
 
BARRY WEISLEDER is federal secretary of Socialist 
Action / Ligue pour l'Action socialiste, an editor of 
Socialist Action newspaper, chairperson of the NDP 
Socialist Caucus, and organizer of the Toronto 
Substitute Teachers' Action Caucus in OSSTF
 
MAC SCOTT is an immigration consultant and long 
time activist with the Ontario Coalition Against 
Poverty
 

 
JOHN WILSON is a pioneer of the gay liberation 
movement in Ontario and a leading member of 
Socialist Action / Ligue pour l'Action socialiste.

ADAM SHILS is a leader of Socialist Action - USA, 
based in Chicago
 
BEN ROSTOKER is secretary-treasurer of Youth for 
Socialist Action, a member of SA/LAS, the NDP 
Socialist Caucus steering committee, and a student at 
the University of Toronto.
 
DR. ROBBIE MAHOOD is a pioneer pro-choice 
clinic practitioner, was a candidate for the Quebec 
National Assembly for Quebec Solidaire, is active in 
Médécins Québecois pour la régime publique (MQRP)/
Canadian Doctors for Medicare (CDM), and is a 
leading member of SA/LAS, based in Montreal.



S O C I A L I S T  A C T I O N

SOCIALISM 2013: CONCESSIONS NO MORE! FIGHT TO DEFEAT AUSTERITY 3

Introduction
Elizabeth Byce 

Welcome to the tenth 
annual Socialist Action 
international educational 
conference. Around the 
world millions are 
struggling to cope with 
economic crisis and war, 
to reverse global warming 
and environmental 
destruction, to defend 
democratic rights, and to 
put an end to the main 
cause of what's wrong 

with the world – capitalism and big business rule.

The theme of this conference is “Concessions No 
More – Fight to Defeat Austerity”. Drawing 
inspiration from the indigenous peoples' movement 
Idle No More, we say it's time that working people 
reject labour concessions. It's time to reject the labour 
fakers who keep the capitalist system on life support. 
It's time to rise up, cut the ties that bind us to a mode 
of production that offers nothing but disaster and 
untold suffering, and in the words of 
Solidarity Forever, “bring to birth a new 
world from the ashes of the old.”

As we did at our May Day Celebration, 
we want to honour the lives of two 
outstanding individuals who passed 
away within the last year:

Hugo Chavez, President of Venezuela, 
passed away on March 5, 2013. Chavez 
was a giant, like Nasser of Egypt, like 
Sukarno of Indonesia. He led a 
movement that lifted most of his people 
out of terrible poverty. Born into a poor 
family, young Hugo longed to be a 
baseball player. He joined the army 

when told he could play ball there. Rising through 
the military ranks, he learned history and pledged to 
end political corruption and gross social inequality. 
The failed military coup he led in 1992 made Chavez 
into a folk hero. Four years later, campaigning on a 
shoe-string budget, he won the presidency. Re-
elected in 2000, 2006 and 2012, Chavez and his 
Bolivarian movement (named after Simon Bolivar 
who freed South America from Spanish colonialism 
in the early 19th century) moved sharply to the left. 
Chavez openly campaigned for 21st Century 
Socialism. But the task of expropriating Capital, both 
foreign and Venezuelan, and replacing the capitalist 
state with the rule of the overwhelming majority, a 
workers' state, remains to be done.

Peter Kormos, Niagara Regional Councillor, and for 
23 years the NDP MPP for Welland, died on March 
30 at age 60. He was an outstanding fighter for the 
working class, the poor and the disenfranchised. 
Peter was a person of principle who openly 
identified as a socialist. He fearlessly stood up to 
corporate foes, and to traitors to the cause, including 
inside his own party. Some of us had the pleasure to 
work on his campaign for Ontario NDP Leader in 
1996, and alongside him for many other worthy 
causes over the years. Peter Kormos, despite his 
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allegiance to the reformist path, will be sorely 
missed.

    In 2013, the ruling class shows no sign of departing 
from its austerity agenda. But workers and students 
are continuing to fight back. From the deepening 
revolution in Egypt to the battles against austerity, 
from Cyprus, to Athens, to Barcelona to Montreal. 

    We draw great inspiration from Quebec where, for 
close to  six months, tens of thousands of students 
shut down  colleges and universities,  and occupied 
the streets to oppose tuition increases and to demand 
free, quality, public post-secondary education. (A 
team of Toronto SA members went three times to 
Montreal in 2012 to participate in protest actions.) In 
the face of the repressive Quebec Law 78, this 
movement forced an early provincial election, helped 
to defeat the Liberal Charest regime, and won a 
reduction in fees, along with removal of Law 78.  
Quebec students have taken to the streets again, 
clashed with Montreal cops, and continue to 
defy a reactionary city by-law.

During the winter months, across the Canadian state, 
thousands of indigenous people took to the 
highways and busy urban intersections to demand 
their land rights, economic benefits from 
development, environmental protection, social justice 
and self-government.   The Idle No More movement, 
led largely by young aboriginal women, has 

enormous public support.  It proclaims the coming of 
a Solidarity Spring and a Sovereignty Summer.

And at the NDP federal convention in Montreal in 
April, members of the NDP Socialist Caucus 
captured national media attention. They did it by 
campaigning against the leadership's right turn, 
against drone wars, against poisonous pipelines and 
toxic trade deals, and for a Workers' Agenda. 
Socialists really shook things up.

My name is Elizabeth Byce, and I am a retired 
member of the Canadian Union of Postal Workers. I 
am federal Treasurer of the NDP Socialist Caucus, a 
leading member of Socialist Action, and your chair 
for this conference. We are delighted to have our 
sister parties in the United States, Socialist Action 
USA, and in Mexico, the Socialist Unity League 
(LUS), co-sponsor this great gathering.

Currently, Socialist Action in Canada is celebrating 
its 19th anniversary. I hope you enjoy this session 
and the entire conference. Please take the 
opportunity to visit our display table. Buy some 
great literature. Subscribe to our monthly newspaper, 
Socialist Action, the best publication of its kind in 
North America.

Today the world is in turmoil. The turmoil is caused 
by a decaying, oppressive and outmoded system. But 
change is in the air. If you want to change the world, 
now is the time to get involved. We warmly invite 
you to join Socialist Action and Youth for Socialist 
Action. If at any time during the conference you 
decide you would like to join SA and/or the YSA, 
please approach any one of our leading members.

And now, are you ready to learn? Are you ready to 
discuss? Are you ready to have a great time?

Let's proceed with Socialism 2013!
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This year, I worked to mobilize workers in the largest 
bargaining unit in the Ontario Public Service 
Employees' Union (OPSEU), the Ontario Public 
Service (OPS), which includes 36,000 employees of 
different ministries. For OPSEU it was concessions 
bargaining at the outset, as President Warren 
‘Smokey’ Thomas offered to accept a 2 year wage 
freeze, without the approval of the membership. 

" In fact, members had prioritized wages in 
their demand setting process. The focus of our 
mobilizing efforts was to bring attention to the issues 
and to obtain a strike mandate. We worked at this for 
several months, right into the Christmas holiday.  
After the break, when we returned (confident that 

we could get a strike mandate across the province) 
the message from the bureaucracy had changed.  

" Supposedly fearful that the membership 
would accept major concessions, a concessionary 
contract was signed and put to a vote.  It includes the 
beginnings of a two tier wage structure, especially 
impacting new and young hires and creating major 
division in the future. The deal involves a two year 
wage freeze, which represents a loss of over 4% of 
wages when inflation is taken into consideration.  
While members will continue to progress up the 
wage grid, the 3% lower first new step in the grid 
will have a major impact on new hires. The deal also 
removes termination pay for new employees who 
are surplussed. These austerity concessions create a 

Concessions No More!  Unions 
and the Austerity Drive
— JULIUS ARSCOTT
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‘divide and conquor’ situation in the labour 
movement, which will benefit future ruling class 
attacks. 

" I resigned from my position as a Mobilizer 
over these issues, refusing to ‘sell’ the deal to the 
membership. I received wide support from members 
and activists over my decision.  I wrote and 
circulated an article on the issue to explain the 
principled reason for leaving. I was one of 2 
mobilizers who resigned.

" During the past year, union leaders of auto 
workers, steel workers, postal workers, and Catholic 
teachers have given way to concessions.  Elementary 
and secondary public school teacher leaders caved in 
to the Ontario Labour Relations Board ruling 
banning a one-day political strike. Now all teachers 
are forced to live under the thumb of the conditions 
imposed by undemocratic Bill 115.    In the wake of 
devastating labour concessions at U.S. Steel in 
Hamilton, at Brazilian-owned Valle Inco in Sudbury, 
and at Canada Post in 2011,  we've seen more self-
inflicted setbacks.    In the Spring of 2012  Ontario 
education workers' unions formed a Common Front 
against austerity.    But it was mostly talk, little 
action,  and no strategy.    One by one, the teachers' 
unions and CUPE Ontario capitulated to the 
McGuinty/Wynne agenda.   Instead of withdrawing 
voluntary activities, teachers should have employed 
the tactic that won the right to strike in 1973 -  the 
mass resignation tactic - against which the 
government had no recourse.   Instead of agreeing to 
a two-year wage freeze before bargaining began, the 
OPSEU President could have mobilized members to 
defend wages, jobs, services, and the rights of new 
hires. Sadly, the union bureaucracy betrayed young 
workers.    Young workers will have to repair the 
damage by replacing those labour 'statesmen'. 
Labour brass rhetoric aside, concessions bargaining 
is now the norm, not the exception, impacting most 
harmfully on youths, women and immigrant 
workers.

" So how will a new generation of workers 
repair these damages?    Not by the so-called 'left 
centre unity' tactic advanced by the Communist 
Party.    That tactic chains workers to the whims of 
liberals and opportunists.  Also wrong is the Toronto 
Labour Council's nearly exclusive focus on defeating 
Tim Hudak's Conservatives who threaten  so-called 
right to work legislation.    Don't forget Liberals are 
Tories too.    Liberals curtailed collective bargaining, 
suspended the right to strike, and prorogued the 
Legislature.    It is capitalist austerity that we must 
fight and defeat.    Clearly, it will take more than an 
election to do it.   It will take class struggle, plant by 
plant, community by community, through mass 
action, mass resistance and general strike action. That 
leads to the fight for a Workers' Government.

" Activists across the labour movement have 
been aware of this move towards concessions and 
attacks on labour, and have not always responded in 
constructive ways. There have been some good signs 
recently as a result of the teachers capitulation and 
the fight against austerity and division in the labour 
movement. Workers want to resist capitalist austerity. 
We saw signs of that in union elections in OPSEU, 
where the Toronto region elected anti-austerity and 
pro labour solidarity candidates to the Executive 
Board, and in OSSTF and OECTA where pro-
concession leaders were defeated, or retired.  We see 
it in the huge strike vote of the Liquor Board 
workers, and in the valiant struggle of the 
Toronto Library workers.

" I was a co-creator of the OPSEU Solidarity 
Group, which was a group formed to make OPSEU 
active in the Ontario Federation of Labour (OFL). We 
are a small but effective group of organizers, made 
up of labour militants, left social democrats and 
Trotskyists (including members of both Socialist 
Action, and past and present members of the 
International Socialists. We created a resolution 
which received endorsement from over a dozen 
locals as well as different area councils and 
committees within OPSEU, we also created a contact 
list and literature as well as stickers. During the 
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convention of 2012, we made this issue one of the 
biggest next to a proposal for a dues increase. The 
bureaucrats made their best effort to stamp out any 
discussion of it.  They succeeded by blocking debate 
until we lost quorum after two board members spoke 
against our resolution. The reform group continued 
to operate in 2013.  It gained more support and 
momentum. The issue of OFL  participation was 
constantly brought up in discussion by activists in 
Region 5 (Toronto area). In fact, this issue, along with 
the need for an effective fight against austerity due to 
the results of OPS bargaining, led to several anti-
austerity candidates running for the Executive Board 
in Region 5, and winning largely over the issue of the 
OFL (all 3 positions are now held by anti-austerity, 
pro-OFL activists). After the election, work continued 
in the OSG in preparation for the upcoming 
Convention. Resolutions endorsed, literature created, 
contacts were made. The OSG made this the big issue 
of Convention in 2013, and during the debate on the 
resolution, forced the leadership to agree to the need 
for OPSEU to return to the OFL, and also prevented 
the usual vitriol from occurring (including attacking 
Sid for being, apparently, too short). We lost the vote.  
The top leadership has more experience public 
speaking.  Many delegates are loyal to the leaders 
and want to be in their favour for book-off 
opportunities.  Many bought the line of the board 
members who claimed the OFL was too corrupt at 
this time to merit our participation. Unfortunately, 
the number of stickers distributed and worn by the 
delegates did not equal the votes in our favour. 

" While we lost this vote, there was still 
rebellion in the air. An attempt by the board to 
change the policy around OPS bargaining, including 
the removal of input by the MERCs and CERCs 
(middle level workers' reps to management), the 
removal of the requirement to mobilize members in 
locals, as well as other cost-cutting measures, was 
soundly defeated at the OPS divisional meeting. 
Rank and file members attacked the leadership for 
not asking for input from any bodies within the OPS 
- and that includes the bargaining team. I went to a 

mic and asked that the entire proposal be scrapped.  I 
got applause from delegates present.  Not a single 
one of the 200 + members   there supported the 
changes. On the convention floor, the proposed 
changes were referred before there was a chance for 
debate. In an act of extreme arrogance, former 
Executive Board member from Region 3, Mike 
Gramaldi, who was partially responsible for the 
undemocratic changes, said “Its easy to make stupid 
people happy”.  He was challenged by a member on 
the floor and apologized.

" In a recent discussion with activists involved 
with the campaign to return OPSEU to the OFL, 
Wayne Samuelson, past President of the OFL, 
commented that the OFL was in trouble due to locals 
from the Steelworkers' Union leaving, as well as 
what he described as bad leadership from Sid Ryan. 
The OFL, like all labour bodies today, has its issues, 
and there is clearly a lack of confidence in the 
leadership of the OFL to fight austerity. While we 
argue that a divided house of labour is a bad thing, it 
is quite clear that the present leadership of our 
labour movement is not up to the task of challenging 
austerity in a real way. If the OFL inspired rank and 
file activists with mass action and victories, it would 
be much more difficult for the opportunist 
bureaucrats who are doing no better job themselves, 
to divide the labour movement to benefit themselves. 
Over the last several months there have been rumors 
of the creation of a new coalition of labour unions to 
rival the OFL. 

" We have serious battles ahead, including the 
fight against new so-called 'free trade deals' and 
‘right to work’ legislation. Needed today is a cross 
union class struggle caucus.

" Typically, union bureaucrats lack confidence 
in the membership, which is why they did not want 
to chance a strike vote in the case of OPS bargaining. 
The idea that labour will turn things around 'when 
the economy recovers', or that a struggle against 
management will occur without the union rank and 
file challenging and overcoming the union 
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bureaucracy, are grand delusions.    Class struggle 
opposition in each union is no abstract ideal; it is an 
urgent necessity to avoid an accelerating descent into 
labour hell.

" A very disturbing pattern of union 
concessions to the bosses' agenda has taken hold of 
the labour movement across the Canadian state. 
Even unions with a 'progressive' reputation have 
reached contract settlements that erode or utterly 
abandon job security, wage protection, health 
benefits, and severance pay, while sacrificing equal 
rights for new hires. Increasingly union officials are 
teaming up with management. Both in the public 
and private sectors, they are working together to 
impose bad deals on workers, and to cripple or crush 
workers' resistance to the corporate agenda by 
curtailing union democracy and local autonomy. 
When union leaders refuse to advance legitimate 
grievances, when they turn a blind eye to employer 
discrimination and unsafe working conditions, when 
they seize control of local bargaining units to remove 
democratically-elected local leaders and then give 
away decades of hard-won union gains, they show 
which side they have chosen. Workers know that it is 
we who built our unions, and that it is the rank and 
file which must reclaim the unions to fight for all 
workers' needs -- for the unionized and non-union, 
for the employed and unemployed. In 1991 over 
twenty labour and community organizations joined 
together to launch a Workers' Solidarity Coalition in 
Toronto. Its initial purpose was to organize support 
for key public sector strikes involving postal workers 
and federal public service employees. Unions 
deserves to have every class conscious worker, every 
progressive person, feminist, youth, senior and 
environmentalist on their picket lines. These were 
strikes which challenged a major Tory initiative to 
attack labour and public services. We were relatively 
successful in that fight. Now the stakes are higher. 
The global neo-liberal agenda is more extensive, 
more intensive, and it is relentless. And increasingly, 
union officials are caving in to it, and turning their 
fire on union members who resist concessions. That 

is why we need Workers' Solidarity more than ever. 
We have taken the initiative to launch a militant 
cross-union movement, in alliance with community-
based groups and local activists. A class struggle 
opposition builds upon a defined membership. It 
challenges the current leadership, based on a clear 
programme and a firm set of principles. 
" The programme of the Workers' Solidarity and 
Union Democracy Coalition, stands for the 
following:  Our aim is to: 1. Resist labour concessions 
and social cutbacks. 2. Support struggles for union 
democracy, to make unions more accessible, 
accountable, transparent and participatory. 3. Take 
back our unions and turn them into fighting 
organizations. 4. Rely on our own strength, and 
renew or create our own organizations, from the 
bottom up, to fight for the interests of working 
people and against corporate profit and power. The 
Workers' Solidarity and Union Democracy Coalition 
was launched at a conference held in Toronto in 2004. 
Currently we are campaigning for public ownership 
of basic industry and energy resources, in support of 
OCAP's Raise the Rates campaign, and for greater 
democracy in the unions. We invite you to attend our 
public forums at labour conventions. 
" Together, we can prove that the most right 
wing government in Canadian history is a paper 
tiger. We can show that it can be blown away by a 
strong wave of class struggle. Let's force the labour 
leadership to lead the fight, or get the heck out of the 
way. This entails the construction of a militant, well-
organized left wing in the unions and the NDP. To 
that task Socialist Action is absolutely committed. If 
you agree, join SA. To join and/or endorse the 
Coalition please see me or any other SA Canada 
comrade after this session. 

" Thank you.
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Each day that passes, the death toll for the mostly 
female workers in the factory collapse in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh grows. When I prepared this talk, 
fatalities reached 971. The same day, the Pentagon 
issued a report on sexual violence in the US military. 
Based on a 'secure' survey, the researchers concluded 
that there were 26,000 episodes of sexual violence 
against women, and some men, in 2012 in the army, 
navy, and air force. That amounts to 70 a day.

What links these tragedies together? Dhaka, 
Bangladesh, like most of the profitable production 
sites based on a labor pool organized by gender, is 
likely not only fatal for some. It is likely the site for a 
regime of sexual harassment and the reinforcement 
of patriarchal norms to control female workers. 
Feminist scholars of globalization have explained 
that in many export processing zones, the majority of 
the female employees say they are threatened if they 
fail to give sexual favors to bosses, recruiters, and 
other cogs in the machine. In accounts from the 40 
export processing zones that generate 40% of the 
export revenue in Kenya, over 90% of the women say 
they are subject to the bosses' sexual abuse. In a 

strawberry processing plant in rural Mexico, the 
stories told by some of the women recall how after 
having to service so many bosses, they just could not 
stand it anymore and left.

The benefit to the manufacturers is obvious. Women 
who are vulnerable enough to choose to endure 
these sorts of regimes are vulnerable enough to work 
for lower wages than men. In Bangladesh, the 
workforce is recruited from rural areas where poor 
peasants have been the victims of land speculation 
and theft. Traditionally, in Bangladesh, the groom 
paid a bride price to the family of the bride. The 
economic disruption in Bangladesh has reversed this 
process. Now women’s families owe the groom's 
family a dowry. Claims for payments to the groom’s 
family can go on for years or decades. Marriage for 
young women is a burden on their families. Young 
women who have to earn a dowry and whose 
families cannot afford one are sent off to the 
factories. Because they are not really free agents, but 
tied by a thousand responsibilities to their families, 
they submit to harassment, low pay and long hours
—which is 'justified' by the fact that they are 

Women Stand Up to Violence, Rape 
and Anti-Choice Bigots
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temporary workers just building a dowry for 
marriage. In Bangladesh some are forced to stay for 
48 or even 72 hours at a time to meet deadlines 
ultimately set in Hong Kong, Paris, or New York 
City. Their labor does not free them to be 
independent financially because the wage is so low. 
Marriage is the only 'legitimate' escape route, and the 
manufacturers have a stake in maintaining the most 
reactionary laws and social conditions to keep them 
bound to the family. The work wears people down, 
so they must be replaced. The dowry arrangements 
keep them coming. Children not working in the 
factory need to be cared for. This forces other females 
not doing paid work, grandmothers or older girls, to 
stay home to do extra work. The short-term 
perspective of the factory women limits their 
confidence that organizing collectively is the 
solution. In Bangladesh, this has to some degree been 
overcome—with a big spontaneous strike wave 
beginning in 2006 -- and the response to that most 
recently was the murder of respected and loved 
union organizer, Aminul Islam.

This is the system. In a period of severe economic 
crisis for the capitalists, quickly moving their 
investments to areas where this system or one like it 
can be set up, means that they can maintain a small 
but critical profit margin. It is no small part of the 
plan for ruling class economic recovery.

Neither is the U.S. military any part of a solution. 
Remember, as hundreds of antiwar GI’s and antiwar 
documentaries for decades have told us, the training 
of troops for imperialist wars, waged for resources 
and markets abroad, has ALWAYS been based on 
associating the good kill with the brutal fuck. 
Dehumanizing the subordinate and the weak is the 
glue of military morale. The experience of kicking 
down doors at midnight to terrorize women and 
children and animals, whose weakness and poverty 
and deprivation you need to learn to despise, does 
not foster healthy humans. A completely alienating 
corporate culture of raunch and violent porn is how 
mass entertainment is coupled with cynicism and 
lies, a culture in which most of the rest of the world 

and much of the population of the US are depicted 
by the highest echelons of government as racist 
animals. Endless imperialist war, filled with Baghram 
prisons, and secret rendition centers, and fought by 
demoralized elements caught in the poverty draft, is 
not likely to create a better future for women and 
LGBTQ soldiers.

What does the US 'war on terror' mean for union 
activists trying to defend women in Bangladesh? 
Well, a South Asian workers' center organizer who 
just returned from abroad told me this story. The 
Bangladesh elite is under tremendous pressure from 
US imperialism to agree to conditions in return for 
loan guarantees and in order to keep their favorable 
tariff status, etc. The demands, like the demands 
made on sites for potential investment all over the 
world, include massive cuts in social services and 
more incentives for business. And sometimes 
population control.

Measures that seem gender neutral greatly impact 
women, the caregivers for children, and the elderly. 
Women are the providers of the only education and 
healthcare available when social services are cut. 
Behind the economic pressure is the spectacle of the 
US military drone-bombing Pakistan into chaos. To 
impress the US, the Bangladeshi elite just organized 
the liberal middle classes to use war crimes tribunals 
to get justice for the horrendous crimes carried out 
during the war for independence by right wing 
Muslim groups like Jamaat e Islami. Predictably, 
Jamaat e Islami has been rioting and protesting the 
death sentences of their heros. The riots of the 
Muslim rightists have given the Bangladesh state an 
excuse to dramatically curtail civil liberties and 
organize a police state response. Of course, they are 
using the excuse to sweep up the left and jail key 
organizers, including the brother of this NYC 
organizer. So, the plight of the women workers in 
Dhaka—the violence, sexual and economic and 
otherwise-- is no more the result of the traditional 
patriarchy than the plight of women in Detroit is the 
result of Christian fundamentalism. At play in the 



S O C I A L I S T  A C T I O N

SOCIALISM 2013: CONCESSIONS NO MORE! FIGHT TO DEFEAT AUSTERITY 11

lives of us all is the bloody hand of Capital in 
hysterical crisis.

So when we look at the tragedy in Bangladesh in an 
analytical way, when we see it as the unfolding logic 
of the capitalist oppression of women, we can learn a 
lot about our own situation here in the Americas and 
in Europe. We can also glimpse the ways and means 
—including sexual violence -- of regulating a super 
cheap reserve army of labor. We can begin to think 
more deeply about what is really going on with 
capitalism and women in general and with 
capitalism and women here in the Americas. And we 
can see that transnational feminist organizing that 
tries to save women from traditional religion or 
reactionary local forces that are linked to anti-
imperialist efforts in the local mind are not going to 
be received very warmly by those who see the true 
complexity of the situation in this world.

There issue of gang rape in India reflects a global rise 
not that different from the outcry in the US. Indian 
feminists point out that this is part and parcel of the 
neoliberal drive of the Indian elites whose and laws 
and rule are based on the colonial legacy. The victim, 
like many victims, worked in a Call center on the late 
night shift processing Canadian mortgage 
foreclosures. The failure of the police to provide 
protection is class and gender based, and is part of 
the patriarchal order that leaves these women 
vulnerable. Many previous protests were in response 
to the highly publicized rape of Muslim women by 
Indian troops in Kashmir and the rape of vicims by 
police. The 2002 Gujarat massacre of Muslims by the 
Hindu Right use rape as a tool of punishment and 
right wing communalism. Rape is very common as a 
tool of social control.

We have to be cautious about the eagerness of liberal 
feminist think tanks to rally in a false solidarity that 
paints these outrages as the result of backward 
societies less enlightened than the US and who give 
implicit support to imperialist interventions of all 
kinds. Keep in mind that these governments are 
created in the interest of international capital and 

that in most cases the movements for social chancge, 
including the women’s movement, are light years 
ahead of US organizations in their politics and their 
ability to mobilize tens of thousands of activists for 
issues that US unions would never touch. Our 
solidarity should be carefully crafted with working 
class anti-imperialist activists, who can tell us the 
score.

Why is it that international feminists see the gang 
rape in India as an international feminist cause, but 
not the building collapse in Bangladesh? The 
development of a movement in India, the 
mobilization of young women feeling empowered, in 
the streets, is as inspiring to me as to anyone but that 
movement was divided from right to left and the left 
did not get to claim a full victory. The Hindu right 
also seized upon gang rape; their demand for the 
death penalty was one visible outcome of that 
struggle. The Eve Ensler-initiated global dance 
against sexual violence campaign had this character. 
The Amnesty International campaign around Afghan 
women was another. The campaigns of the Center for 
Secular Space are anathema. Keep in mind that while 
sexual violence, poverty, exploitation of all kinds is 
rising, we are hearing a lot more about violence 
against women than about capitalist exploitation. 
One reason we are seeing so much about sexual 
violence on the international level has to do with 
money and NGO’s. Nancy Holmstromm, a socialist 
feminist academic based at Rutgers University, spoke 
last weekend at the Historical Materialism 
conference in New York. She had been surveying 
feminist socialist activists around the globe for an 
issue of the Socialist Register. A number of activists 
told her that they were not doing reproductive 
justice, women’s health or other issues because the 
money right now was flowing for sexual violence 
studies. We need to be conscious about the way that 
non-profits, UN agencies and governmental bodies 
and seemingly independent organizations direct our 
attention in ways that sometimes dovetail more 
perfectly with the US corporate agenda in a region, 
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than with the self-organization of women for their 
own emancipation.

One recent example is the way that a women’s health 
agenda in a dozen countries in Africa and South Asia 
has been hijacked by the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation. $4.3 billion dollars is flowing and 
overturning a commitment made at the Cairo 
consensus conference in 1994 to make amends for 
pouring gobs of money into Africa and South Asia to 
stop conception, and almost nothing for the health of 
living women and children or for women’s 
emancipation. The Gates’s, who see a growing third 
world population as a threat to climate stability, 
economic stability, and a healthy planet, spend wads 
of cash so that African countries have funds to 
regulate the reproduction of women, isolated from 
any hospitals or doctors or nurses, by providing a 
nifty new self-injectable long acting contraceptive 
called Depo Provera. At least one major study 
suggests that it increases the possibility of 
contracting AIDS dramatically, but no further study 
will precede this funding. It is a grotesque 
reenactment of the worst of the population control 
abuses of past decades. Poor women, not capitalism, 
are deemed the threat to future prosperity. State 
regulation of reproduction is alive and well. In Peru, 
mass sterilization is a painful recent memory. In 
Africa, millions of women will have their 
reproduction regulated by a US foundation. In the 
US, where fertility and birth rates are declining, 
pregnant women are criminalized for miscarriages, 
pregnant poor women are jailed for endangering 
their fetuses by marijuana use, rural abortions are 
eliminated, and a thousand possible cases are created 
to give the Supreme Court a chance to overturn the 
famous Roe v. Wade case. A federal court rules that 
the emergency morning-after pill should be available 
to all women over the counter and the Justice 
Department sues to keep it out of the hands of 
teenagers.

The notion that women should control their own 
bodies and reproduction is under severe attack by 
the elites everywhere. At the same time, women’s 

sexuality is under moral fire. The outrageous cases of 
teenage gang rapes in the U.S. have prompted a 
deluge of blaming the victim, instead of the 
criminals. The suicides of two young women have 
produced an unfortunate number of commentaries 
that seem like blasts from the past about how 
women--not men—can prevent rape. It is impossible 
to separate this upswing in ideological backwardness 
from the parallel attacks on the social services that 
make it possible for working women to earn an 
independent wage outside the home. And it is 
impossible to separate them from the severe assaults 
on public sector workers' unions in the U.S. The 
attacks on the latter have resulted in a wave of job 
losses, of which 70% are female. With a dramatically 
lower need for workers who expect a union wage, 
the ruling class is jettisoning them and a lot of them 
are women.

So let's review: reproductive policies across large 
swaths of the globe are determined by elite 
benefactors; decades of gutting the social wage 
through structural adjustment programs are imposed 
by economic blackmail; and with the silent threat of 
military power, efforts to make profits in a 
competitive global environment by exploiting young 
rural women as a vulnerable reserve army of labor 
that can quickly be disposed of back into the rural 
patriarchal family, are recreated in capitalism’s 
interest by the social policies imposed on the country 
as a whole. And the whole mess is leaving women 
with the kind of socially inferior status, reinforced by 
governmental decree, that gives the green light to 
abuse and victimization. Women’s oppression has 
always been key to capitalism. In the early industrial 
revolution in Europe, when profits were not up to 
snuff, the machines were made smaller to 
accommodate women and children whose wages 
were either paid to the family or set at a much lower 
rate. When the employment of women and children 
in the dark satanic mills led to fears that the working 
class was becoming too diseased, depraved, and 
dissolute for the prevailing social order, moral 
reformers—Evangelists mostly—did the ideological 
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work that prepared the return of a layer of the 
women, attached to the most well off working class 
layers, back to the home.

During World War II in the US, they were famously 
recruited to fill vacancies in the war plants. I 
happened to work in a plant where that happened. 
The jobs assigned to women, whose wages were 
reduced from what the men gone to war had earned 
for the same work, remained at that artificially low 
place until a lawsuit filed by the United Electrical 
workers' union was settled in court in the 1970’s, 
nearly 3 decades after the women’s wage was 
codified. To get women into the plants where they 
were needed, the employers quickly set up nurseries 
for their workforce. Not a problem. Child care just as 
quickly disappeared when the employers decided 
that this experiment was over and that women 
workers should return to the home.

We are now three decades into a period of capitalist 
profit rate decline that began in the mid-1970’s. We 
can in retrospect see just how the capitalist system 
manipulated gender norms in the US to serve their 
purposes. In Italy the current austerity drive has 
been the occasion of a very loud media campaign 
about the need to return to the male-breadwinner, 
female-domestic nuclear family. In the U.S, the 
penetration of women into the work force was more 
dramatic. Women are still 51% of the work force in 
the US and it does not seem possible that the 
capitalists and their moralizing ideologues can truly 
reconstitute the working class family unit in which a 
large percentage of working women return to the 
home. But they can make life very painful for the 
majority of women, and they can create the kind of 
morality show that will shame and guilt women into 
bearing the triple burden without fighting back. 
Without a working class and feminist fight-back that 
reclaims the 1970’s demands for 24/7 childcare, 
without a movement that champions the necessity of 
the state taking responsibility, not only for equal pay 
and affirmative action, but for what socialists dub 
social reproduction—the now unpaid work of 
childcare, elder care, healthcare, housecare, 

education, nourishment -- women are going to be in 
deep trouble. This is an issue for the whole class 
because it poses the question, fundamentally: what 
kind of society will we have?

Like the immigrant question—unless we resolve it, 
the fascists will.

The rise of young women who are refusing to be 
silent about sexual violence, and who are resisting 
the attacks on reproductive justice, is a huge step 
forward. We should explain that this rise of abuse is 
not the result of individual monsters (Cleveland), but 
of a system that is deepending women’s 
subordination to maintain a rotten and dying order. 
We have to explain that the way forward is not in 
aligning with the drive to strengthen the 'lockdown 
nation', or the ability of the state and cops to 
intervene in and regulate the lives of poor women. 
We have to scrutinize common sense legislation to 
see its real strategic import. The violence against 
women act dispensed funds in this way:

the funding of rape crisis centers is tied to the exact 
number of women they accompany to a trial to 
prosecute a rapist.

What do we need instead?

Women's oppression and all the corollaries are 
situated in social reproduction. Gender division of 
labor, reinforced or created directly relating to the 
reproduction of labor power for the capitalist class, 
makes the stakes very high. We will not advance 
without tackling the whole operation. Low wage 
labor and the cutting of the social wage. We have to 
understand that the next upsurge will have to 
integrate the fight for free 24/7 childcare with living 
wages and genuine healthcare reform that affords 
real reproductive justice. It is only this kind of 
movement that will signal to women that we 
understand that remedying their situation is not 
altruistic, but part of the final battle to take down a 
capitalist system which organizes not only 
production, but social reproduction to maintain its 
undemocratic rule.
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At the end of August 2013 a new union, called 
Unifor, will be formed in Canada with a membership 
of over 300,000 workers.  At a convention in Toronto, 
the Canadian Autoworkers (CAW) and the 
Communications, Energy and Paperworkers (CEP), 
will officially merge, creating the largest private 
sector union in the country.

" Ostensibly, Unifor will be more powerful and 
influential than either of its founding parts. It will 
have more members and more resources at its 
disposal.   But that means only that it has potentially 
greater power and influence. The merger in no way 
guarantees that these qualities will be fully realized.  
Size is certainly not synonymous with effectiveness.  
In fact, increasingly there are compelling reasons to 
view this merger with considerable apprehension.  In 
fact, the more one sees of this merger and the process 
giving rise to it, the more there is cause for concern.

" Nowhere is this more evident than in the 
merger process.    A short time ago CAW National 
President Ken Lewenza, when interviewed by the 
Windsor Star, had the audacity to claim the merger 
process could not be more open and transparent.  If 
he actually believes that, he has a unique concept of 
openness and transparency. CAW rank and file 

members have next to no idea what is going on. 
Even local CAW leaders have largely been left in the 
dark until very recently.  Many readily acknowledge 
this.

" The merger process has in fact been driven 
from the very top of the two unions downwards and 
effectively shaped behind closed doors.    Few even 
know who are the people on the committees which 
have been assembling the terms of merger of the two 
unions.   Certainly the rank and file have not in any 
way shaped the process, nor have local union 
leaders.     The bureaucracies of the two unions have 
exclusively shaped the process. Only now are they 
engaging, in a very limited and controlled way, local 
union leaders and members via a series of 
information meetings and a conference call. The 
membership has essentially been told they can’t just 
show up at a meeting of their own union to discuss 
the new union they are about to become members of, 
and pay union dues to, and be profoundly affected 
by.

" Consider the following. Initially, fourteen 
information meetings about the merger were 
scheduled to take place across Canada.  Half were in 
Ontario.    Only one meeting each was held in the 

CAW-CEP Merger – 
Undemocratic from the start
— BRUCE ALLEN
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provinces of B.C., Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, 
Quebec, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.    None 
was held in Prince Edward Island and 
Newfoundland and Labrador.    This was hardly 
conducive to accessibility and transparency.

" But the most damning thing is that  neither 
individual members nor local unions can send 
resolutions to the founding convention of the new 
union.    What this effectively means is that the 
bureaucracy of these two unions is going to present a 
complete merger package to the delegates to the 
founding convention.  Basically, the delegates will be 
told to take it, in its entirety, or leave it.    Thus, the 
delegates chosen by the membership will have a 
choice between rubber stamping the entire merger 
package, or voting against it and effectively scuttling 
the merger.

" This is not the worst of it.   When the critical 
vote is held, if brutal past experience is indicative, 
there will be an element of intimidation at work.  The 
person chairing the convention will likely make it a 
standing vote. Delegates vote by standing up to vote, 
rather than by raising a hand -- never mind having a 
secret ballot.    Thus, delegates who want to vote 
against the merger package will find themselves 
having to stand up with the eyes of everyone in the 
room glaring at them.

" These things must be stressed because the 
process reveals that there will be a real absence of 
democracy in the new union which structurally, and 
in practice, will perpetuate the absence of 
meaningful democracy --  which has been  absent in 
the  CAW at the national level since its inception, 
exemplified by the fact that, at the CAW’s national 

council meetings, not one recommendation of the 
national president has been voted down since 1992.

" Consistent with all of this, another thing 
is noteworthy.  Back in 1985, when the then Canadian 
Region of the UAW broke from the UAW to form the 
CAW, large general membership meetings were held 
where the union’s rank and file could go to 
microphones and express their views without facing 
a wall of intimidation.    They actually debated the 
issue of forming a new union, and then voted on it.  
The vote was by a show of hands, not forcing people 
to   stand up to vote.    Nothing comparable is 
happening this time around.

" What this reveals is a considerable regression 
in terms of there being democracy within the union.     
What this shows is that rather than moving towards 
a stronger, more influential and democratic 
organization, what is emerging is one big 
unaccountable, self-perpetuating, privileged 
bureaucracy over which the rank and file will have 
very little control.  

" Despite this generally bleak picture, there is 
some reason for hope.   That hope lies in the fact that 
this union is being arbitrarily cobbled together by the 
bureaucracies of the two unions with huge 
unresolved issues.  

Foremost among these is the question of political 
action, which centres on the future relationship to the 
NDP.  They have no answer for this question and it is 
certain to spark intense debate.  

" I am hoping this debate will lead to what 
veteran CAW and socialist militant Joe Flexer used to 
call “an outbreak of democracy.” The task then will 
be to pour gasoline on the fire and break things wide 
open.   That opening should include challenging the 
longstanding embrace of contract concessions by 
both organizations, and the tepid, selective support 
given to social movements resisting the austerity 
agenda.

" Only if these things are done will the merger 
constitute a historic step forward for the labour 
movement.  It is imperative that they are done.
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For the purposes of this presentation, I will confine 
my remarks to 'how to change Canada'.

" So, in seeking change in 2013, what are we up 
against?  We are up against a centralized state that 
presides over a class divided society.  Canada is a 
colonial-settler state, like the other colonial settler 
states of the Western Hemisphere, plus Australia/
New Zealand.  Indigenous peoples were the first 
victims of colonialism, but not the last.  Canada is a 
prison house of nations in which the Quebecois and 
Acadian peoples are also denied national self-
determination.  The working class as a whole, 
including those who suffer gender, sexual, linguistic, 
ethnic and national oppression, is a source of profit 
and a victim of exploitation on many levels.

" The Canadian banks are among the largest 
and most centralized in the world.  Canada is home 
to 70% of the world's mining firms.  Ottawa has 

soldiers and police in dozens of countries.  Their 
mission is fundamentally about profit-making, rather 
than peacekeeping.  Canada is an imperialist power 
in its own right, albeit a junior partner to its southern 
neighbor.  " As you know, the corporate elite is not 
idle.  It has a very active corporate agenda.  Its 
agenda is austerity – not for them, but for us.  While 
workers didn't cause the crash in 2008, our social 
gains stand in the way of 'recovery'.  Right?

" But the corporate agenda-makers have a 
'solution' in mind.  Actually their 'solution' is well 
underway.  Eliminate the social gains of a century of 
working class struggles.  Slash social expenditures.  
Cut public services.  Curtail labour liberties, 
including the right to strike and to bargain 
collectively.  Lavish funds on the military.  Build 
more prisons.  Give police sweeping powers.  
Reduce taxes on the rich, while continuing to 

How to Change the World in 2013 

— BARRY WEISLEDER
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subsidize oil and gas companies.  Claim to 
disapprove of exotic tax havens for the rich, but cut 
the staff needed to discover the cash they stashed.  
Gather less scientific data, and muzzle the scientists.  
Encourage Canadian banks and mining firms to rely 
on foreign slave labour, including foreign temporary 
workers brought here to work for less.  Force 
Canadian workers to train their replacements.  Make 
employment insurance less accessible to displaced 
workers (after all, the state must discourage laziness, 
even as it condones the hoarding of Capital).  
Support trade deals like CETA and FIPA, even if it 
promotes privatization, foreign takeovers, 
deregulation of the economy, environmental 
degradation, and a higher cost of living for millions 
whose wages and pensions have been frozen or 
reduced for decades.

" Another way to save money is to merge 
departments.  It can be done in a budget bill, where it 
is less likely to be noticed.  Sadly, for Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper, the media did notice the merger of 
CIDA and the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
International Trade.  But what's wrong with putting 
our tax dollars, as foreign aid money, to the service of 
Canadian multinationals, like Barrick Gold -- which 
has been busy irrigating the lands of indigenous 
farmers with arsenic?  No pain, no gain, right?

Since we are talking about mergers, I have some 
suggestions, in a slightly different vein.  Why not 
merge the Canadian Forces with Consumer Affairs?  
When Ottawa wants to send the military to 
overthrow an unfriendly government, or to occupy 
an ungrateful people somewhere, they can hold a 
bake sale to fund the adventure.  

" Or how about this?  Merge Indian Affairs and 
Revenue Canada, so when Ottawa collects the 
mountain of unpaid taxes of the big banks and the 
super-rich, the money could be swiftly used to pay 
for decent housing, water, schools and health care on 
native reserves.

" Here's another idea.  Since Loblaws, Joe Fresh, 
Wal-mart and other generous job creators seem 

unable to do much about enforcing building codes in 
Bangladesh, how about this?  Let's ask the Tory 
cabinet and their corporate cronies to host an 
international trade fair in Dacca.  Hold it inside a few 
of those sketchy garment factories.  I bet stringent 
safety codes will be swiftly enforced, even bumped 
up a notch or two.

" Let's return to the austerity agenda.  Why do 
the rulers continue to insist on it, six years into the 
Great Recession?  Because they can.  Because they 
think they can remake the labour relations landscape 
with minimal resistence.  And so far, they're right.  A 
disgusting series of concessionary labour deals 
proves them right.  In auto, steel, mines, railway, post 
office, schools, public service, the list goes on.  
Setbacks breed demoralization, which breed more 
setbacks.  However, such losses stem not only from 
objective conditions.  They arise from subjective 
conditions.  

" The primary subjective factor in the class 
struggle is the level of class consciousness, self-
confidence and combativity.  And that factor is 
expressed in the quality of leadership.  The labour 
leadership is in full retreat.  In most cases they inhibit 
even minimal resistance to the rulers' agenda.  Why?  
The Sunday morning panel will explore this fully.  
Suffice it to say that the current labour leadership is 
more concerned about preserving its role as 
intermediary, between labour and Capital, and 
preserving its bureaucratic priviliges, than it is 
willing to lead a struggle to defend (much less to 
improve) the rights and conditions of workers.  It's 
not because the working class has disappeared, or is 
on vacation.  The fightback against the corporate 
agenda is muted because there is little or no push 
back from the organized working class.  The 
obstruction to a fightback exists, primarily, not at the 
bottom, but at the top.  That's why the rights of 
young workers have been sacrificed on the altar of 
class collaboration.  Young workers will have to be a 
big part of the solution.
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" What is the solution?  Rank and file 
organization, from the bottom up, to remove the 
bureaucratic obstacles to struggle, and to take on the 
bosses and their decaying system.

" What difference can a small revolutionary 
organization like SA/LAS make in tackling such a 
huge problem?  That is what I will address now.

" Did I mention that SA is rather small?  Yes.  
But from a distance you might not guess it.  We just 
made a rather remarkable intervention at the NDP 
federal convention in Montreal.

" To be sure, the convention was a kind of love-
in for Tom Mulcair.  It was the biggest-ever NDP 
federal convention. Over 2000 delegates registered.  
And despite the high cost of a delegate credential (up 
to $400), it was surprising to see the extent of the 
support for the radical left.

" Twenty-eight per cent of the delegates voted 
for the Socialist Caucus candidate for Treasurer, John 
Orrett.

" Sixteen per cent voted to retain the 
constitution preamble, with its call for social 
ownership of the economy, with its insistence that 
"production and distribution of goods and services 
be directed to meeting social and individual needs" 
and "not to the making of profit."

" The Socialist Caucus received massive 
mainstream media coverage for its initiatives and 

policies. SC spokespersons were frequently 
interviewed by CBC, Global, CTV, CPAC, Sun Media, 
Huffington Post, La Presse, Toronto Star, National 
Post, Globe and Mail, Rabble.ca and others.

" Our efforts, first to amend the convention 
agenda in favour of more time for policy debate, and 
later, to alter a resolution on 'pipeline safety' to 
include opposition to any new pipeline construction, 
got a lot of attention. And another SC motion 
produced a high point for the left.  "

" Youth for Socialist Action chairperson Tyler 
MacKinnon argued for a campaign to abolish all 
post-secondary tuition fees. He called for solidarity 
with movements demanding an end to fees and a 
halt to the police repression students faced in the 
streets of Quebec in 2012. Tyler's motion carried, but 
only after we demanded a 'standing count', which 
showed over 60 per cent in favour.
" Delegates and observers showed a keen 
interest in socialist ideas. They snapped up over 
1,100 copies of the glossy, full-colour SC magazine 
Turn Left, and donated over $200 to support it. They 
spent another $200 on individual copies of Socialist 
Action newspaper, as well as radical buttons and 
booklets.

" Our most creative tactic was a bright orange 
banner.  It proved to be a lightening rod for protest 
against the pro-capitalist party tops. We displayed 
the huge anti-war banner on the concourse Saturday 
morning, and again at lunch time. It galvinized 
opposition to the invitation of guest speaker Jeremy 
Bird.  Bird is National Field Director for the U.S. 
Democratic Party.  He headed President Barack 
Obama's re-election bid in 2012.

" The banner proclaimed, in English and 
French, "Stop Obama's Drone Wars".  Scores of 
supporters, notably South Asian and visible minority 
delegates, defended it in the face of persistent efforts 
by party officials to remove it. The three-hour stand-
off backfired on the party brass who were seen as 
petty control freaks by the bemused national media.
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" SC resolutions (on pipelines, corporate trade 
deals, Iran, Palestine, public ownership of banks and 
industry, Quebec self-determintion, etc.), some 
submitted by multiple district associations, were 
ranked low so as to block any floor debate`. But they 
dominated many corridor conversations.

" The Socialist Caucus held three public forums 
during meal breaks. The meetings attracted 30 to 70 
delegates. Thirty-six people signed up to join the 
socialists at the convention. A similar number 
applied to join us via the inter net.

" With a general election expected in 2015, 
delegates gave Mulcair a 92 per cent approval vote. 
The 8 per cent who nonetheless voted for an 
immediate leadership review can be considered the 
hard core base of the SC.  Support for the organized 
left reached 20 to 30 per cent for certain SC initiatives 
and candidates. This is not inconsiderable, if 
projected across an NDP membership of 120,000 
country-wide.  Our biggest challenge is to organize 
our newest supporters.  I will return to how you can 
help us do that.

" The main point here is this:  The terrific work 
we did at convention, which enabled us to reach 
millions of people with elements of our socialist 
programme, demonstrates what a principled and 
well-organized minority can do.  That should be 
reason enough for you to join us now.  But there is a 
question that frequently arises, and I will answer it 
straight away.  Why should a revolutionary Marxist 
organization be involved in the NDP?  Isn't the NDP, 
or at least its leadership, staunchly pro-capitalist, and 
therefore betrays the working class, the poor, 
oppressed nationalities, women, etc., again and 
again?

" Well, it's true.  But isn't the very same true of 
the unions, or at least the union leadership?  Of 
course it is.  Union leaders collaborate with the 
bosses.  They sign horrible concessionary deals.  
They stab young workers in the back.  They support 
pipelines to the east, trade deals that kill social gains, 
and casinos that feed on personal desperation.  

Should socialists boycott union activity?  I'm sure 
that many union bureaucrats would be happy if we 
did.  But we will not, because we are not content to 
talk to ourselves.  We are not attracted to the 'purity' 
associated with self-imposed isolation.

" Aren't unions and political parties different?  
Yes.  But the working class cannot achieve its aims 
simply by economic action.  As a class, workers need 
to take political action, to strive for government 
office and for state power to implement a Workers' 
Agenda for society as a whole.  To win and 
implement a Workers' Agenda a mass workers' party 
is necessary.  Under normal conditions, tiny groups 
on the left cannot constitute a mass workers' party.  
That is a task for the workers' movement as a whole, 
including allied social protest movements.  In this, 
the unions have a decisive role to play.  " S o f a r , 
unions have abdicated this role in the USA.  In 
English Canada, unions formed a labour party.  That 
party is the NDP.  It is so, regardless how its leaders 
try to take their distance from workers and unions.  
The task of socialists is to overcome the contradiction 
between the interests of the working class base of the 
party, and the policies and practice of the class 
traitors heading the party.

" Socialists who are serious about working class 
leadership are no more inclined to abandon NDP 
members and voters to the present NDP misleaders, 
than we are inclined to abandon the union 
membership to the present labour statesmen.  Our 
role is to fight for the interests of working people, 
and we take it very seriously.  We also know, as Fidel 
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Castro famously once said:  “Politics begins where 
masses of people gather.”  It is crucial for socialists to 
be where masses of working people assemble to 
engage in political action.

" Still, it is fair to ask:  how much time and 
effort should a small revolutionary organization put 
into fighting for socialism in the NDP?  After all, no 
one group can do everything.

" So, let's see what SA actually does.

" We do an enormous amount of education.  We 
organize conferences, Rebel Films series, forums, 
study groups, concerts, celebrations of May Day, and 
special topical schools.

" We support the work of Youth for Socialist 
Action, whose members are involved in union 
organizing, campaigns to abolish university fees, and 
for solidarity with Quebec students.

" SA strives to build rank and file caucuses in 
our unions to resist concessions, and to make unions 
more militant and democratic.

" We organize anti-war protests.  We conducted 
an anti-drone war speaking tour last Fall.  We 
promote solidarity with workers' struggles, from 
South African miners, to anti-austerity movements in 
Greece, to the defence of unions and public services 
in Wisconsin.  We have international ties to socialists 
around the world.  We oppose the spread of the virus 
of fascism and all anti-labour measures.  SA is 
strongly committed to the feminist and LGBT 
movements, defending reproductive choice and 
opposing the rising tide of violence against women 
and children.  We have walked picket lines far and 
wide, with the Caterpillar workers in London, steel 
workers in Hamilton, postal workers everywhere, 
and education workers battling Law 115 in Ontario.

" And that's only a partial list of our ongoing 
work areas.  But it does illustrate why a 
revolutionary party is necessary.  No one of us can do 
as much as a well-organized, principled political 
organization can do.  

" Of all the work SA does, how much of it is 
centred in the NDP?  Honestly, I'd have to say, less 
than 10%.

" Why does it seem like more?  Because of the 
attention our work in the NDP receives.  And that 
point is very instructive.  Revolutionary work in the 
NDP gets the attention it does, I argue, not just 
because it is work done well, but because it is 
happening in a mass political party where the 
outcome really matters.

" Sometimes SA is criticized for being 
“entryist”.  “Entryism” means working covertly and 
exclusively inside another party.  The truth is SA is 
neither covert, nor exclusively active in one field, as 
the list I just presented makes abundantly clear.

" Still, some criticize SA for our orientation to 
the NDP.  Why?  I think it's because they fail to see 
the need for a revolutionary orientation to the 
actually existing working class organizations.  They 
fail to see the need for a sharp struggle to forge a new 
working class leadership – one committed to fight 
concessions, and to fight to replace the toxic capitalist 
world order with a vibrant, environmentally 
sustainable, socialist democracy.

" If we are not prepared to challenge the union 
and NDP bureaucracy, how on earth are we ever 
going to be ready to challenge capitalism and the 
state?

" Thus, changing the world in 2013 means 
building the political instrument that unites 
programme and strategy for fundamental change.  A 
party that is active 365 days a year.  A democratic 
party in which every contribution is appreciated.  A 
party that is the living memory of the working class.  
A party that welcomes you to join tonight.  That 
party is Socialist Action.
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How Immigration Laws Keep the 
Poor Down 
— MAC SCOTT

In 2008, for the first time, more people (over 300,000) 
entered the work force in Canada on exploitative 
temporary work programs than entered Canada as 
permanent residents. Today, there are over 480,000 
people entering the country as temporary workers 
without access to the most basic benefits. Migrant 
workers can now legally be paid 15% below the 
average wage. 

" At the same time, there are over 500,000 
undocumented people without access to good jobs, 
healthcare, education, childcare, housing, shelter 
justice or dignity living in Canada, most of them in 
the GTA.

" Immigration laws in Canada mirror those of 
the European Union (EU) and of the United States 
(US). Our temporary foreign worker program is 
based on the US guestworker program, while our 
refugee program’s recent reforms (making harder for 
people fleeing persecution to stay in Canada) are 
openly based on EU asylum programs. 

" Why is this? Rich countries rely on debt to 
control countries in the global south (“third world’ 
countries), and use this control to make it cheaper to 
produce goods in these countries. However, if labour 
was free to leave, to come to Canada, many would in 
order to avail themselves of better working 
conditions and wages – in a way so-called “illegal 
migration” is one way the poor fight back.

" But the capitalists need cheap labour here too. 
Not all products can be completely made in 

countries in the global south (such as the garments 
made in the factory that recently collapsed in 
Bangladesh to make money for those scumbags in 
the weston family), many must have final assembly 
here. As well, rich people need live in caregivers 
(“nannies”), they need cheap produce grown here in 
Canada and other services and products using cheap 
labour. As a result, the government has to either 
allow a certain amount of people to enter without 
status to provide these workers, or create programs 
like the foreign worker program; creating a “third 
world within” so to speak.

" But this is a dangerous game for the 
capitalists, many of the people coming as foreign 
workers or live in caregivers, or without status, are 
organizers, many of them are angry. These people 
join movements, create organizations, and fight back! 
The government then often uses their status to 
remove them, trying to shut them down. But the 
capitalists don’t always win, for example in 2008 
over a million non status workers marched in the US 
and almost shut down the economy for a day.

" Here in toronto, groups like No One Is Illegal 
(toronto.nooneisillegal.org), Justicia for Migrant 
Workers http://www.justicia4migrantworkers.org/  
and the caregiver action centre http://
caregiversactioncentre.org/  amongst others are 
organizing for justice for all migrants regardless of 
status.

http://www.justicia4migrantworkers.org/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.justicia4migrantworkers.org/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://caregiversactioncentre.org/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://caregiversactioncentre.org/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://caregiversactioncentre.org/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://caregiversactioncentre.org/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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The emergence of Idle No More is an inspiration to 
all of us here. This development may well be the 
beginning of one of the most important struggles in 
the history of the Canadian state. A central concept is 
that of nation-to-nation negotiation of the issues. We 
already know that this can't be achieved through the 
courts. Historically, this state has never negotiated 
anything in "good faith". The ink wasn't dry on any 
one of the "treaties" forced upon native peoples 
before its provisions were violated.

" National oppression and racism remain 
systemic elements of the capitalist state today. And in 
few if any cases does the national question play as 
crucial a role as in Canada.

This is most clearly demonstrated in the case of 
Quebec. There, national indignation periodically 
storms into the centre of political life, not only in 
Quebec itself, but in the rest of Canada.

" The experience of indigenous peoples with 
the colonial settler state called Canada is even more 
horrendous than that of the Quebecois, so I think it is 
worth revisiting that history here at least briefly.

" My first quote is from The National Question 
in the Canadian State by Robbie Mahood. You can 
buy this publication here and the author is in 
attendance. I haven't asked him, but I'm sure you 
could get an autograph.

" "The establishment of settler colonies in 
eastern North America by France and Great Britain 
involved the dispossession and subjugation of the 
native inhabitants through war, theft, religious 
proselityzing,   unequal terms of trade and the 
exploitation of the skilled labour of aboriginal men 
and women, notably in the lucrative fur trade."

" The launching of Confederation in 1867 was a 
bid by Anglo-Canadian capital to take over the huge 

Aboriginal Rights, Pipelines and the 
Environment
— JOHN WILSON
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northwest territory of British North America. And it 
was a product of ruling class consensus, in no way 
democratic. In the one province, New Brunswick, 
where a referendum was held, Confederation was 
defeated. This of course was ignored, except for the 
fact that no further referendums took place. Who 
says that our ruling circles  have no learning curve?

" First in Manitoba in 1870, then in 
Saskatchewan, the government used armed force to 
crush a Metis and indigenous insurgency. This 
entrenched Anglo-Canadian capitalist power and 
suppressed any French or indigenous role in the 
development of the West. Native peoples were (and 
are!) subjected to a colonial apartheid regime. They 
were displaced to small and scattered "reserves" 
under the federal Department of Indian Affairs. Their 
language and culture -- and yes, even their children 
-- were assaulted in the obscene church-run school 
system. I read in the Star a couple of days ago that 
50% of foster children in Canada are of indigenous 
origin, compared to their 4.3% share of the overall 
population.

" Today in the midst of the greatest global 
economic crisis since the 1930s, the Canadian state is 
intensifying its attack on the limited rights accorded 
(in theory) to First Nations peoples. I think that one 
of the most threatening aspects of proposed changes 
to the legal structure is that it would open up 
reservation lands to private ownership. The current 
collective ownership of these lands is an obstacle to 
the environmental rapists of the resource extraction 
industries. As well, it stands in the way of the 
complete destruction of First Nations communities in 
the the name of "assimilation". Assimilation has 
always been the goal of the Canadian state. Private 
ownership would also facilitate making reservation 
residents into yet another cheap labour platform for 
Canadian and international capital. All for their "own 
good" of course!

" Government rhetoric on its assimilation 
project is based on the lie that native communities 
are draining the federal treasury in order the 

maintain themselves. The fact is that they have been 
massively subsidizing Canadian capital and its state 
all along. Let's focus on Attawapiskat's situation to 
illustrate that. Right now, DeBeers is building a $1 
billion dollar mine on their traditional territory.

" The following quote is from the Turn Left 
article by Dru Ola Jay:

" "Anticipated revenues will top $6.7 billion. 
Currently the government is subjecting the budget of 
the Cree to extensive scrutiny. But the total amount 
transferred to the Fist Nation since 2006 -- $90 million 
-- is a little more than one percent of anticipated 
mine revenues ... royalties from the mine do not go 
the First Nation, but straight to the provincial 
government. The community has received some 
temporary jobs in the mine, and future generations 
will have to deal with consequences of a giant open 
pit mine the their back yard. Attawapiskat is 
subsidizing DeBeers, Canada and Ontario."

" Arguably even worse is the situation of the 
Lubicon Cree. I quote from the same article:

" "The Lubicon Cree, who never signed a treaty 
ceding their land rights, have waged a decades-long 
campaign for land rights. During this time, over $14 
billion in oil and gas has been removed from their 
traditional territory. During the same period, the 
community has gone without running water, 
endured divisive attacks from the government, and 
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suffered the consequences of unchecked extraction. 
The Lubicon Cree are subsidizing the oil and gas 
sector, Alberta and Canada."

" For us in Socialist Action, national oppression 
is above all a class question. The oppressor of an 
oppressed nation is not another nation, but that 
nation's state as the instrument of its exploitative 
ruling class. The struggle of an oppressed nation is 
against the oppressor state to break its authority and 
its control of the oppressed. We support the right of 
indigenous peoples in Canada and Quebec to self-
government, to control of all their natural resources. 
And the right to develop their own system of 
education, employment, health care and 
infrastructure according to their own values. The 
existing capitalist system cannot accommodate this 
and must be replaced.

" Since being imported from Europe, capitalism 
has realized monumental profits from the 
expropriation and exploitation of the indigenous 
peoples of this continent.   It will continue to do so 
until it is stopped.

" Lenin argued as follows: "Insofar as the 
bourgeoisie of the oppressed nation fights the 
oppressor, we are always, in every case, and more 
strongly than anyone else, in favour, for we are the 
staunchest and most consistent enemy of 
oppression".

" In essence, the fight for national and 
democratic rights is not secondary but a central 

component of our struggle against the system of the 
ruling rich.

" Indigenous peoples in Canada land elsewhere 
have demonstrated heroic resistance to the colonial 
settler state, but they cannot succeed entirely on their 
own. While the native population is increasing 
rapidly, it is still a small minority .We advocate an 
alliance between First Nations peoples and the 
working class in Canada and Quebec. We have the 
same enemy and objectively the same interests in 
dismantling the present system. But this  will not 
happen automatically. 

" To overcome life-times of racist indoctrination 
of the majority (settler) population, let alone 
challenge the very basis of corporate rule requires 
conscious leadership. Obviously that will not come 
from the current leadership of the labour movement 
and the NDP. A strong revolutionary workers party 
will be needed to do that. Laying the basis for such a 
party is what we in Socialist Action are all about. We 
hope that you will join us in that struggle.
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1). Introduction: What are the obstacles to social 
change?

1. The capitalist economic system 

2.  the state that protects that economic system 

3. the powerful influence of the dominant ideology 

4. the mistaken but widespread belief that the mass 
of the working class has become part of the system, 
and that meaningful change is impossible 

There is an obvious need for a conscious overall plan 
to overcome these formidable obstacles.  We can’t 
successfully blunder into social change.  My central 
contention is that Lenin’s theory of how to change 
the world is just such a conscious plan and is even 

more relevant in the US and Canada in 2013 than it 
was in Petrograd in October of 1917.  To prove this I 
want to discuss the key components of Leninism and 
see how they apply in today’s world.

2. Marxism creates the backdrop

a) nature of enemy- capitalism-  a system based on a 
constant need to accumulate profit, a system which 
uses the exploitation of the working class to 
accumulate surplus value, that in a drive to increase 
profits leads to crises of overproduction, that leads to 
constant inequality and crisis

b) the force to overthrow it - the working class - 
those who have no source of income other than the 
sale of their labor power, who work together in large 

Leninism and the Revolutionary 
Party
— Notes for a talk by ADAM SHILS
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collective workplaces, and who have the power to 
bring the economy to a standstill.

Many agree that capitalism is our opponent, but that 
the working class is a thing of past.  The truth is the 
working class is

• more exploited – there is greater social inequality 

• classic proletarian conditions exist in the new 
workplaces 

•  larger internationally than ever before 

• its political class consciousness may be weak, but a 
highly powerful working class exists 

Marxism presents a picture of the two armies on the 
battlefield

Marx began to outline that the working class could 
win that battle

Lenin takes it one step further - how to win

3. Key components of Leninism

1. the need to overthrow the capitalist state 

2. the idea that the class struggle will lead to periodic 
explosions 

3. the concept that revolutionaries must organize 
before hand in order to influence the direction of 
these upsurges 

4. the conviction that mass workers' struggles can 
lead to pre-revolutionary crises 

5. that a revolutionary party is necessary to help 
workers' struggles come to victory 

6. that great thought should be put into how a 
revolutionary party can be built 

The need to overthrow the capitalist state 

First step identify the enemy - why state is center of 
ruling class power -

a) formed by r/c to protect its interests- development 
of class society- those who controlled the surplus 
formed organizations to protect their control of the 
surplus product-not in the interests of society as a 
whole, but in their own class interests

b) functions as “executive committee of ruling class”- 
ensure that society functions in the best way as to 
facilitate the accumulation of capital.This means 
social stability and infrastructure, providing a means 
for the orderly settling of disputes among different 
wings of the ruling class, and protecting the interests 
of the ruling class against all challengers, both 
domestic and internationally

4. Erik Olin Wright- Three theories in radical 
movement on what to do about this:

1) symbiotic- social democratic-state can be changed

2) interstitial -anarchist/Occupy- state can be gone 
around-probably main theory among activists today

3). ruptural – This is the centre of my talk today

Symbiotic:

• the ruling class will use it to beat back social 
challenges – they develop organs of repression 

• Chile 1973 -

• structural obstacles to reform from within 

• Reagan administration -Boland amendment 
Nicaragua 

• age of austerity-taking back not granting more 
reforms ( not for ever) 

Interstitial:

• Co-operatives are too small scale to involve large 
sections of the population.  Co-ops and businesses 
that attempt to function outside the values of the 
capitalist system are either forced out of business, 
forced to function according to the laws of the 
market, or find when they reach a certain size that 
they end up replicating the economic relations of 
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worker and boss that they claimed to oppose. 
Common in large health food and upscale food 
chains. Our aim is free the mass of the population, 
the working class from suffering, not just opt-out 
ourselves - that means fundamental change at the 
level of state and society, not just changing our own 
personal daily lives by changing where we shop, 
etc.

• Is there any reason to believe that the state no 
longer has the repressive functions Lenin 
described?

• US imperialism today - more violent - has the 
potential for more repression – it is more 
sophisticated at derailing social change (via the 
Democratic Party)

• Lenin’s thinking on the state evolved and so should 
so ours – the capitalist state is a greater enemy than 
ever.

5 . the idea that the class struggle will lead to 
periodic explosions

•  not just repressive apparatus - ideas in peoples’ 
heads 

•  consciousness changes through experience: union 
skirmishes, demonstrations 

• socialists do not just make propaganda.  We 
participate in mass actions and united fronts.

•  The way society will change is through mass 
action and organization of the working class. 

•  organizations will provide the basis for new 
society: soviets - workers' councils 

•  the revolutionary party is one wing - fighting for 
its perspective inside the broader workers' 
movement. 

• is this possible? US: UPS, May 1 immigrant rights, 
Republic Windows, Wisconsin, Chicago teachers.

6. the concept that revolutionaries must organize 
before hand in order to influence the direction of 
these upsurges

• one example: Germany: 

• upsurge broadly equivalent to Russia: mass strike 
wave, military mutinies, mass armed workers' 
demonstrations, 1,000,000s of workers wished to 
end capitalism

• Spartacists (Luxembourg) very weak - no national 
structure, no widely distributed paper, no hist of 
working together, no calm and steady leadership, 
no strategic plan 

• This helped reaction rapidly behead movt, the re 
consolidation of reformism, rev.s disorientated 
basically for their whole existence 

• key difference with Russia - prior work of party 
bldg by the Bolsheviks: leadership, TU base, nat org 
structure, experienced membership, revolutionary 
press 

7.  the conviction that mass workers struggles can 
lead to pre-revolutionary crises

•  The threads come together in the theory of the 
revolutionary crisis   deep crisis of bourgeois 
society         “rulers no longer able to rule, the ruled 
no longer wished to be ruled”

• mounting workers struggles

• creating new organs of workers' rule culminating in 
mass strikes, workers' councils, insurrection, and 
the mass influence of a revolutionary party

• pre-revolutionary crisis 

8.  that a revolutionary party is necessary to help 
workers' struggles come to victory

centerpiece of Lenin’s strategy flows from Marxist 
theory of state:

a) ruling class is highly sophisticated (think tanks, 
experts and intellectuals)

b) highly organized and violent (from Hiroshima to 
Occupy) 
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flows from the necessity of strategy:

c) need a way of conveying lessons of past history 
(successes and failures - why rev’s haven’t won 
(Germany), the deadly dangers of bureaucratic decay 
(Russ/China) and dangers of compromise with 
enemy (Spain) )

d) direction of struggle

e) conscious plan flows from the necessity of 
implementing strategy:

f) work together (resources, national picture, 
coordination, and comradeship) Not just in rev crisis, 
but today

g) bring together experiences, therefore democratic

9. that great thought must be put into how a 
revolutionary party can be built

 declaring for party – only the beginning of wisdom - 
question is how to build it?

Lenin gave us great examples here

a) analyze reality Imperialism, writings on 
agriculture, mood of masses in 1917 (Rev strategy 
90% mood of the masses)

b) able to change- “Democratic dictatorship of the 
proletariat and the peasantry” Central question in 
Russ Rev - for a liberal 'democratic republic' or 
workers power?

c) the united front - situation in West Euro in early 
20s

d) slogans - workers' government, critical support, 
entry relate to workers in larger mass organizations

e) tactics - frequent shifts in 1917

f)  be where the masses are:  trade unions, etc. (Father 
Gapon, Zubatov, religious workers)

g) going through experiences with the masses, “July 
Days”.

h) compromises – Brest-Litovsk Treaty

h) priorities - “weak link of the chain”

i) profoundly democratic

j) one wing of workers' movement - priority of party 
is building democratic organs of working class 
power and fighting for its position inside them.

“Leftwing communism, an infantile disorder” should 
be read despite name - a manual of revolutionary 
strategy

1O.! Conclusion  

Lenin developed these ideas in Russia in the first 2 
decades of last century. Since then:

• capitalism has become more exploitative and 
predatory 

• the state has become more violent and repressive 

• the w/c has become larger and more international 

• more tragic occasions  have occurred where the w/
c has risen, but the struggle has been derailed 

• the struggle for social change has become more 
complex, the enemy more sophisticated and the 
detours more numerous 

• the stakes have become higher- global warming 

Therefore one conclusion - In 2013 we need Leninism 
more than ever.
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The question before us is 'why do  the rulers attack 
civil liberties, immigrant workers, Roma people, and 
Muslims?' The Conservatives would say 'we don’t; 
we bring in around 250,000 immigrants every year.' 
That seems fairly warm and open... except one of the 
first things to greet immigrants to Canada is a new 
146 page Federal Guide For Immigrants, which takes 
great care to warn them not to import such travesties 
as female genital mutilation, honour killings, 
polygamy, and forced marriage. These are recent 
additions to the text to make up for the new-found 
lack of any detailed mention of the Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms. That’s right, one of the first things 
immigrants are greeted with is the bigoted 
assumption that immigrants are prone to such 
behaviour and that this is in contrast to the laws back 
where they came from, in the ‘uncivilized world’. 

And of course the particulars mentioned reflect 
bigoted stereotypes of  Muslims   often painted by 
Islamophobes. 

Then they are faced with discrimination and 
joblessness, with little in the way of support. 
According to a study done by the University of 
British Columbia, the unemployment rate for new 
immigrants is almost double that of Canadian-born 
workers, and the average wages 40-60% lower. This 
is done because it allows the bourgeoisie to drive 
down wages and benefits, increase profits, and 
increase the size of the reserve army of labour; 
which, taking into account the already high 
unemployment rate for Canadian-born workers, 
points to why so many immigrants and what the 
bourgeoisie wants from them.

What's Behind the Attack on Civil liberties, 
Immigrants and Minorities?

— BEN ROSTOKER
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Things get even worse for immigrants when you 
look at Canada’s use of Temporary Foreign Workers 
– workers who come to Canada at the behest of 
companies to work under contract for a certain 
number of years, before either having to find a new 
employer of the same kind or be sent back to where 
they came from. Citizenship isn’t on the table for 
them; they’re just brought in to work for cheap. And 
as of January 2013 there are over 300,000 of them in 
Canada. The Temporary Foreign Worker Program 
(TFWP) ostensibly allows Canadian employers to 
hire foreign nationals to fill ‘temporary labour and 
skill shortages’ when qualified Canadian citizens or 
permanent residents are not available. In practice, 
however, it allows the bourgeoisie to create an ultra-
exploited set of workers with abysmally low wages 
(formally legislated at least 15% less than citizen 
workers), no job protections, no access to services for 
citizens like healthcare, no hope of forming a union, 
no chance of advancement, and who are at the utter 
mercy of their employers. This, obviously, is 
devastatingly effective at driving down wages 
further.

The ramifications of this program are highlighted in 
a recent study by the University of Calgary. It found 
that these workers were occasionally being  used to 
fill jobs with foreign workers in regions that already 
suffer from relatively high unemployment rates – 
and even their use in the same occupations and 
location as Canadians who are collecting 
Employment Insurance. Such practices, like last 

month’s bombshell revelation that the Royal Bank of 
Canada was firing workers by the dozens to replace 
them with Temporary Foreign Workers.  The original 
workers were required to train their replacements.  
This not only adds to the plight of jobless 
immigrants.  It feeds into the carefully cultivated 
nativist sentiments of conservative Canadians that all 
immigrants are after our jobs and ruthlessly take 
advantage of Canada’s ‘open door’ policy. 
Organizations and companies like iGATE actually go 
as far as to sell and buy foreign workers by offering 
their services of hiring and preparing them for 
companies who then use them to replace Canadian-
born workers. 

How do  the bosses sell this to  their compatriots in 
the Conservative Party? Well, the Roma are one of 
the most oppressed peoples in European History, and 
the Roma are a useful scapegoat for the bourgeoisie 
in this regard. While encouraging everything 
mentioned so far, their friends in the Conservative 
party attempt to manage excess anti-immigrant 
backlash by claiming to be tough on such matters. 
Jason Kenny for example, minister of citizenship, 
immigration and multiculturalism, claimed that most 
Roma refugee claims are fraudulent and are designed 
to take advantage of Canada’s ‘good will’ – and has 
taken steps to deal with this. In the past few years the 
number of people seeking refugee status from 
Eastern Europe in places like Hungary has steadily 
increased due to the likewise steady rise in anti-
Semitism and anti-Roma attitudes and activities like 
the forced sterilization of Roma women, forcing 
Roma children to go to Special Education schools 
and classes throughout Eastern Europe regardless of 
their abilities or disabilities; and Hungary’s Jobbik 
Party, a radically far right party, has risen to 
popularity and has had its paramilitary go on 
marches attacking and murdering Jews and Roma in 
the streets.

So it’s no surprise that, in 2011, Hungary was the 
single largest source of refugees with over 4000 
applicants. Kenny’s not too happy with this, and in 
2012 the Harper government pushed through Bill 
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C-31, the “Protecting Canada’s Immigration System 
Act”, which reformed the immigration system. How? 
By increasing ministerial powers to bar individuals 
from entering Canada for vague public policy 
reasons, to declare arrivals “irregular” and imprison 
the arriving persons, to deport permanent residents 
who have committed minor crimes, and with a 
granted new power, to designate “Safe country of 
origins” to speed up deportation. "Refugees coming 
from a country designated as a Safe Country of 
Origin have different rules applied to them due to 
the ‘free and democratic’ nature of the country 
they’re fleeing. This amounts to less preparation time 
for their case, no appeals for decisions made – even if 
those appeals are made under humanitarian 
grounds, much faster removal time once rejected, 
and no eligibility for basic or emergency healthcare. 
Hungary, the Czech Republic, and Slovakia are three 
Eastern European countries with the worst record of 
anti-Roma discrimination and oppression, and are all 
designated Safe Countries of Origin. 

 To make matters worse the Interim Federal Health 
(IFH) program, the health insurance program for 
refugees in Canada, was amended to remove access 
for all refugees, excluding those who are government 
assisted, to healthcare coverage and support. Canada 
is also currently spending $13,000 to carry out a 
month-long billboard, bus-shelter and radio ad 
campaign through the Canadian embassy in 

Budapest, targeting the industrial city of Miskolc – 
which is home to the largest Roma population in 
Hungary. The billboards and ads contain the 
following message “To deter abuse, Canada’s refugee 
system has changed. People with unfounded claims 
will be sent home faster”. Kenny claims the 
campaign is not racist; it only targets Hungary 
because of how many fraudulent claims come from 
there – how many Roma claims come from there. He 
also claims it isn’t racist because a similar campaign 
was carried out in the Czech Republic in 2009. The 
mayor of Miskolc was furious and responded by 
warning that his city would forbid any Roma 
refugees returned by Canada from finding housing 
or apartments if they had sold or given up their 
homes in order to seek asylum, because of the bad 
name the Roma had given the Hungarians by daring 
to seek asylum. 

The other funny thing our government has been up 
to is on the front of civil rights and anti-Terror laws. 
On April 22, the RCMP arrested two men over an 
alleged ‘al-Qaeda inspired’ plan to attack a Via Rail 
train in the Toronto area. Not long afterwards the 
Conservatives pushed for the passage of Bill S-7, the 
“Combating Terrorism Act”. This act would resurrect 
two ‘anti-terrorism’ powers granted by Parliament in 
the wake of 9/11 which the Conservatives were 
previously unable to save from expiration in 2007. 
This law will allow police to arrest and detain people 
pre-emptively and hold them without charge, during 
which they could be sent to secretive investigative 
hearings.  The authorities could bring people before 
judges who would have to power to compel 
testimony and impose conditions on their freedom, 
such as barring them from communicating with a 
particular person - even if that person has not been 
charged. An individual who refuses to abide by the 
conditions could be jailed for up to one year.  It 
would make it a crime to attempt to leave the 
country to engage in ‘terrorist activities’, crimes with 
penalties of 10-14 years in prison (on top of their 
indefinite imprisonment). The bill also contains 
stiffer penalties for harbouring a person involved in 
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terrorism. While S-7 is a massive assault on civil 
liberties for all Canadians, given the context of its 
creation and Canada’s track record with 
Islamophobia and racial profiling, those with 
perhaps the most to fear are Muslims, who are sure 
to be primarily targeted by such powers. Canada 
already has a dark history of using other countries to 
outsource torture, and with encouraging other 
countries to pick up our citizens while they’re on 
vacation if they are suspected of being a terrorist to 
‘question them’ and hold them, citizens who are then 
encouraged not to go to the Canadian Embassy.

Why is all this happening? Why are they targeting 
these people? The truth is they are convenient 
targets. The truth is that the rulers use immigrants to 
drive down wages, to increase the reserve army of 
labour, and to pit different sections of the working 
class against one another. The same in the case of 
Muslims: they use the excuse of Muslim terrorism to 
pit Muslim workers against other workers, and to 
create excuses for them to push through anti-terror 
legislation which can and will be used to attack the 
working class as a whole when needed.

So what can be done about all this? Well the only 
thing that can be done about this is to do the one 
thing that the bourgeoisie fear most. We’ve all heard 
the phrase “The Workers United Can Never Be 
Defeated!”; so have they. That’s the reason behind 
constantly trying to split the working class against 
itself, and use one group to attack the other. So what 
we need is to build a revolutionary socialist 
organization willing to unite workers and fight for an 
end to bigotry of all kinds, for self-determination for 
oppressed peoples, for a world without borders, for 
one type of citizenship open to all who come here to 
live and work – because if you’re good enough to 
work here, you’re good enough to be a citizen here.  
For full employment for all, for an end to austerity, 
capitalism, and exploitation of any kind.  Fortunately, 
that kind of organization exists.  It’s called Socialist 
Action. So, I invite you all to join Socialist Action in 
the effort to put an end to these travesties and fight 
for rights and liberties.

Responses to Questions and Comments/
Supplementary In Round 1 

Transcribed and Edited:  

With Respect to Democracy and Capitalism: 

Capitalism is not a fan of democracy. Democracy, like 
civil rights, is a privilege until found inconvenient for 
the bourgeoisie. For example, just looking at 
democracy, if you look at the temporary foreign 
workers one of the things that can potentially be a 
ramification of that is if they can fill enough of 
certain industries or sectors of the economy with 
them you’d end up with workers who can’t vote and 
employers who could. That helps illustrate just how 
empty democracy in the Dictatorship of the 
Bourgeoisie – also known as reprehensive democracy 
– that we’re under really is.

On Being Weary of Anthropomorphizing 
Capitalism: 

I get that, although I think it would be a mistake not 
to talk about Capitalism as a class based system 
connected to the Bourgeoisie as people. It’s not an 
organic system, it represents their interests. And as 
Adam Smith noted, if two Capitalists go to a room to 
have coffee they’re going to end up just naturally 
conspiring against the workers because that’s what 
they have in common and that’s what their class 
depends on. It’s just in their natural interests. 

On Socialist Canada and Immigrant Quotas, etc:

One of the differences between Socialism in One 
Country and Permanent Revolution is Socialism in 
One Country would be “everyone come to Canada, 
we’ll build socialism here, we’ll expand Canada’s 
borders , and we’ll have world socialism eventually 
when Canada covers the globe and we have 
everyone here working”. Permanent Revolution – 
what we’re talking about – is people who want to 
come here being allowed to, with the right to 
housing and jobs here; but the impetus will be on us 
supporting struggles in other countries and helping 
them build socialism there. Helping to support and 
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expand revolutions in other countries and working 
on a global basis, not on Canada’s territorial 
interests. 

On Self -Determination for the Roma and the 
Question of Territory: 

My understanding is that the Roma people are at the 
moment pushing for what they call ‘Non-Territorial 
Nation Status’. Although if they did want their own 
territory, as Trotsky once mentioned with respect to 
Zionism, under the Capitalist framework some kind 
of mass territorial transfer is utterly reactionary 
because there is nowhere really empty for them to go 
other than if there is enough of them clustered in a 
certain area where you could build a state with 
contiguous territory sans transfer - I don’t know. But 
in a Socialist world under a socialist framework if 
they wanted a territory on which to build a state to 
develop their own language and culture and 
customs, I don’t think there would be a big problem 
with it. The Bolshevik or Leninist position on 
nations, as I understand it, is that every nation 
should have the right to self-determination and to a 
territory on which they can develop, because its 
necessary for some cultures to have that, and I don’t 
know enough the Roma in that sense to give a 
statement on it, but it’s something worth considering 
– I would support their right to self-determination 
just like with any other nation.

On the G20 and Civil Right Restrictions:

Just as we through Socialist Action and other 
organizations like us practice and educate and 
prepare ourselves for the final struggle as it were, so 
do the Bourgeoisie and the G20 fiasco was one of 
their experiments. They experimented on how far 
they could push things, to see what they would have 
to do and if they were capable of suppressing that 
many people at a time through those methods... they 
did the same thing in Quebec where they practiced 
isolating and demonizing certain groups of the 
working class and trying to pit them against each 
other – the Student movement, for example, there 
last year. 

They tried to, through Maclean's, the National Post, 
and the Sun, demonize students as greedy; “Why 
won’t they just pay a few more dollars a day? We 
need this to fix the system.”, and that backfired and 
they learnt a lot from that because it’s very difficult 
to basically convince parents that their children are 
greedy terrorists trying to hold the country hostage 
for more money. And then they decided in order to 
back that up they’d pass Bill 78 which became 
Special Law 12 which removed the right to protest – 
you had to send your route to the police ahead of 
time, you couldn’t picket classrooms, you essentially 
couldn’t protest or act as a real union in any way. 
And when that wasn’t followed they upped the ante 
and updated By-Law P-6 in Montreal – which 
originally just said that if there is risk ‘of a 
commotion’ that was against the interest of the state 
they could shut those down on the spot; and they 
updated that to include the language of Special Law 
12, and while Special Law 12 was eventually 
removed, Bylaw P-6 is not only still around (it was 
the most used law during the student strikes; most 
people arrested were not arrested under Special Law 
12 but under the Bylaw) but the Bylaw is still being 
used today, in fact as recently as last April when 
something like 300 protesters were arrested under 
By-Law P-6... for protesting By-Law P-6.

Additional Comments: 

 All of this should be seen in the context of our 
current circumstances. That, whether you want to 
call it a depression or recession or the death throes, 
Capitalism is in crisis and Austerity is necessary in 
the Bourgeoisies’ eyes to protect it; and this is all 
happening in order to advance Austerity to protect 
Capitalism. It’s not that the Conservatives are bad 
and if only we’d have the Liberals instead; the same 
things would be happening under any Bourgeois 
government – or any government in general that 
wants to protect capitalism. This is out of necessity 
for their class interests and it’s in our class interests 
that we should oppose it.
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Responses to Questions and Comments/
Supplementary  In Round 2 

Transcribed and Edited:   On Talking About Rights:

I think it’s important to keep in mind that, just like 
when we talk about democracy, we’re talking about 
something very different then when the Bourgeoisie 
talk about democracy - because it’s on a class basis. 
It’s the same with rights. What we talk about when 
we talk about rights is the Right to Strike, the Right 
to Clean Water, the Right to a Job, the Right to have 
control over your own Labour Power.  These are not 
the rights the Bourgeoisie are concerned with. They 
talk about the Right to Free Enterprise, the Right to 
own your own business and to expand, the Right to 
compete and own whatever you can manage to 
afford. As Lenin put it, “Freedom in Capitalism is 
like Freedom in the Ancient Greek Republics: 
Freedom for Slave Owners”. 

We’re talking about very different things when we 
talk about rights, and I think it would be a mistake to 
back off of talking about them just because they 
might be conflated with the types of rights the Right 
Wing likes to talk about. I think it’s important that 
we address rights and we fight for rights, and that 
we call them rights, because the concept is just so 
engrained in the way everyone thinks, and there are 
certain connotations that rights have that we should 
take advantage of.

Addition/Closing:

The only other thing that I’ll mention is that all of 
these anti-terror laws, all of these laws that prevent 
you from going on strike, they’re all designed to 
defend capitalism. Ernest Mandel in the Fourth 
International used the phrase ‘Strong State’ to refer to 
the increasingly authoritarian crack down on civil 
liberties and workers’ rights as a result of 
preparation for massive take backs and powerfully 
aggressive moves towards austerity. 

Throughout the history of the modern capitalist 
world you can see things like this. In West Germany, 
when the ultra-left Red Army was running around, 

they had anti-terrorism laws and they weren’t just 
used against the German Red Army group – they 
were used against workers and anyone who 
criticized the State. There are examples like this 
throughout European History, there are examples of 
it in the US, and there are smaller examples of that in 
Canada – and we’re about to see a whole lot more 
things we could look to for examples coming up in 
the future. 

And whether its people in a room or people who just 
happen to share similar interests, it’s planned and it’s 
organized and it’s global. And as a result we need a 
planned and organized and international resistance; 
and for that we need a revolutionary socialist 
organization that can train people, can organize 
people, and actually do some things on the streets 
and on the ground level to defend ourselves; to 
prepare to engage them in places where we can win – 
not just in courts where you’re playing Calvinball 
with Calvin. Where we can fight against them where 
we have the numbers, where we have the 
advantages, and where we can press those 
advantages. And I invite you all to join or work with 
Socialist Action in Canada or in the US, or the LUS in 
Mexico in order to achieve those ends. 

Thank you
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This year marked the 25th anniversary of the 
Supreme Court ruling that Canada’s 1969  abortion 
law was unconstitutional. The Morgentaler decision 
was the culmination of    more than 20 years of 
struggle and the legal judgment was a relatively 
advanced one from the standpoint of women’s 
rights. It was not based on privacy rights as in Roe v. 
Wade.  Rather, in the opinion of the Court, “forcing a 
woman, by threat of criminal sanction, to carry a 
foetus to term unless she meets certain criteria 
unrelated to her own priorities and aspirations” and  
a law that “asserts that the woman’s capacity to 
reproduce is to be subject , not to her own control, 
but to that of the state” constituted a breach of the 
woman’s right to security of the person as defined 
and guaranteed in the Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms. Of course, the judgment is rooted in the 
individual rights discourse of bourgeois 
jurisprudence and it stopped short of establishing a  
social right to abortion, even if that was how it came 
to be viewed.

" In the wake of the Supreme Court verdict, the 
Conservative government of Brian Mulroney 

scrambled to devise a substitute criminal statute.   A 
compromise bill giving easy access to early abortion 
but criminalizing late term ones was defeated 
because both pro and anti choice MP’s voted it 
down. Moving then to construct an anti-choice 
majority, the Tories introduced a much stricter bill 
which narrowly passed  the House of Commons but 
was blocked, ironically, by the unelected Senate. 

" Canada thus became and remains one of a 
handful of countries in which women’s access to 
abortion is not constrained by law. Of course, access 
to pregnancy termination may be restricted for a 
variety of other reasons. Geographic or funding 
disparities persist. But this does not take away from 
the 1988 judgment as a tremendous victory. A step 
forward for women’s physical and mental health and 
producing in its wake a generation who regard 
abortion as an established right for all women.

" This victory is rich in lessons for class struggle 
politics in the Canadian state. I want to sketch out 
the key elements in this struggle before moving on to 
the current attempts to reverse this gain and how 

The Abortion Rights Struggle in the 
Canadian State

— DR. ROBBIE MAHOOD
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feminists, socialists and the labour movement can 
combat the threat from the right. 

" The great advance for women's reproductive 
rights in Canada was based on the coming together 
of four significant factors. I would enumerate these 
as follows (not necessarily in order of importance): 
the role of a crusading physician in the person of 
Henry Morgentaler; the rising national and class 
consciousness of the Quebecois; second wave 
feminism in which leaders schooled in the 
revolutionary left played a   prominent role; and 
finally the social and political weight of the labour 
movement and its implication in the struggle.

" In his essay,The Individual in History, the 
Russian Marxist, G.V. Plekhanov states that: " the 
great man (or woman) sees further …and desires 
things more strong than others…(such a person) 
solves the scientific problems brought up by the 
preceding process of intellectual development of 
society; points to the new social needs created by the 
preceding development of social relationships and 
takes the initiative in satisfying these needs... (Such a 
person) is a hero or (heroine)."  This insight fits rather 
well the role of Henry Morgentaler.  Morgentaler was 
not, of course, the only physician in the 1960’s and 
70’s to perform abortions in defiance of the law.   He 
stood out rather for his sense of mission, his 
dedication to improving the lives of women  and  his 
combativeness in public and in the courts.

" His history is worth recounting. The son of a 
trade union organizer affiliated to the Jewish Bund, 
he grew up in Lodz, Poland, exposed in his school 
years to his share of antisemitic bullies from whom 
he would run   rather than fight. At sixteen in 1939, 
his family was thrown into the maelstrom of the Nazi 
occupation and the judeocide. He and his brother 
managed to survive their internment at Dachau and 
Auschwitz while the rest of the family perished. 
United with his childhood sweetheart at the close of 
the war, Henry started medical studies in Germany.  
The couple immigrated to Canada in 1950, settling in 
Montreal. Denied entry to McGill, he was able to 

complete his medical studies at the University of 
Montreal and subsequently set up a general practice 
in the working class francophone east end of the city. 
It was there that he   became aware of the burden of 
unwanted pregnancy and the desperation with 
which women sought to end them. Gradually, he re-
oriented his practice first to contraception and 
eventually to performing abortions in his clinic, fully 
cognizant of the path he had chosen.  Persecuted by 
the authorities, he was acquitted by three juries, then 
sent to prison after the Supreme Court reversed the 
jury decision.    Each time he returned to providing 
abortions, finally   securing an amnesty from the first 
Parti Quebecois government in 1976. Doctors who 
perfomed abortions in free-standing clinics were 
granted immunity, rendering the federal law null and 
void in Quebec. On the basis of that hard-won 
victory in his home province, Morgentaler launched 
his offensive in English speaking Canada, opening 
clinics in Toronto and Winnipeg in the mid 1980’s 
and defying the anti-choice forces and the state until 
the Supreme Court victory in 1988.

" The success of the Morgentaler campaign 
cannot be separated from the broader social and 
political changes taking place in the Canadian state. 
In the 1950`s, at the very time Morgentaler was 
establishing himself professionally   in Montreal, 
Quebec was on the cusp of a national and class 
awakening that shook the foundations of the system 
of Anglo-Canadian domination that had prevailed 
for almost two hundred years. Not the least of  the 
many facets of this rebellion was the determination 
of Quebec women to throw off the yoke of the 
patriarchal system supervised by the Roman Catholic 
Church that was an integral part of Quebecois 
national oppression . Thus, Morgentaler`s successive 
acquittals by working class francophone juries were 
no accident. Jurors brought their own sensibilities 
into the courtroom that included a humane and 
realistic response to the problem of   unwanted 
pregnancy that is rooted in the life of working 
people. Characteristically, once released from the 
straight-jacket of religious doctrine, the Quebecois 
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moved en masse to a more tolerant and 
emancipatory outlook. Conservative and religious 
forces in Quebec were and still are unable to restore 
their former ideological authority in matters of 
sexuality and gender oppression.

" The arrival of a so-called second wave of 
feminism was an absolutely critical factor in the 
abortion rights struggle in Canada and Quebec as it 
was elsewhere. As multifaceted as women`s 
oppression is,  the movement for women`s liberation 
could hardly be confined to one issue. The comrades 
of our predecessor organizations were perhaps 
overzealous  in arguing for abortion rights as the sole 
issue around which the movement should be built.  
But they were not wrong to identify it as a central 
preoccupation and to advance free abortion as a 
transitional demand that struck at the heart of the 
patriarchal capitalist state. In Canada as elsewhere, 
the women comrades of the organizations affiliated 
with the Fourth International were important 
builders of the abortion rights campaigns. A key 
initiative in the Canadian state was the cross-country 
Abortion Caravan of 1970. culminating in 35 women 
chaining themselves to the gallery benches of the 
House of Commons to dramatize the case for 
abortion rights.

" With the Morgentaler offensive of the 1980`s, 
the experience of the women`s liberation movement 
and of a revolutionary socialist feminist leadership 
within it proved indispensable in two crucial aspects. 
First, the insistence on mass action in the streets to 
counter  the anti-choice mobilisations  and second,  
the importance of defending    the clinics from anti-
choice harassment and intimidation. These tactics 
were argued for by the Ontario Coalition for 
Abortion Clinics (OCAC) as priorities for the 
movement not so much against as  parallel to the 
traditional lobbying efforts of the mainstream  
Canadian Abortion Rights Action League (CARAL) 
and Morgentaler`s own legal challenge.  The unity of 
the movement was preserved at the same time as a 
mass response to the right-wing offensive was put 
into operation.  In addition, the leadership of OCAC 

took the struggle into the main institutions of the 
labour movement notably the Ontario Federation of 
Labour.  Bringing the leading bodies of labour on 
side helped shift the balance of forces and was an 
important objective in a society such as English 
speaking Canada where there is a   significant 
political polarisation along class lines. 

" In the end these were the decisive factors: on 
the one hand, the removal of Quebec as a socially 
reactionary backwater and the rapid embrace by the 
vast majority of Quebecois of unrestricted access to 
abortion; on the other hand,   a more polarised 
atmosphere in English Canada with a powerful anti-
choice mobilisation but also a strong pro-choice 
response driving a wedge through society. These 
were sufficient to shift the consensus in Canada`s 
highest court and to break the resolve and the ability 
of the bourgeois parties to keep some sort of 
statutory limitation on women`s right to choose. 
Women in Quebec and the Rest of Canada are in this 
respect in advance of their sisters in the U.S. and 
Mexico.  But this is not to claim any superior tactical 
wisdom of the women`s movement and its allies 
north of the 49th. If Canadian and Quebecois women 
were able to establish a beachhead, it is because the 
relationship of forces was more favourable.  This in 
turn reflects certain  weaknesses in the Canadian 
state which limit the ability of the Canadian 
bourgeoisie to construct strong and durable 
mechanisms of social and ideological control which 
are proof against rebellion from below.

" And of course, this is not to exaggerate the 
significance of this advance nor to proclaim its 
irreversibility. Access to abortion is far from adequate 
across Canada, disadvantaging women from smaller 
cities, rural or northern regions In some provinces, 
clinic abortions are excluded from medicare (New 
Brunswick).

" No democratic advance or social right is safe 
in this crisis-ridden epoch of capitalist decay. Years of 
neo-liberal public sector cut-backs and attacks on the 
labour movement in which the NDP has acquiesced 
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if not actively collaborated, have prepared the way 
for an ideologically hard right federal government 
which holds a majority in parliament. Anti-choice 
forces are again trying to regroup and are ever alert 
to tactics which would erode the right to choose. The 
religious right  figure prominently at the base of the 
Conservative Party.

" Harper’s political instincts tell him that a 
frontal assault on abortion rights is to be avoided.  
For that reason he keeps the anti-choice zealots in his 
caucus on a relatively tight leash permitting a series 
of private members bills to  see the light of day. But it 
would be a mistake to see the Harper regime as 
bowing before public opinion and abandoning the 
terrain to the pro-choice majority. Surreptitious it 
may be, but the government is actively pursuing a 
reactionary agenda on the reproductive rights front 
just as it does more brazenly in foreign policy, 
domestic repression, the rights of refugees, the 
environment or workers’ historic gains. 

" The proliferation of private members bills is a 
case in point. Let us enumerate some of these anti-
choice motions or bills emanating from the Tory 
backbenches: firstly, Bill C-484 (Ken Epp 2007), the 
“Unborn Victims of Crime Act”, an attempt to make 
the fetus a separate victim of crime in cases where a 
pregnant woman is assaulted or murdered; : Bill 
C-510 (Rod Bruinooge 2010) sought to ban so-called 
“coerced abortion” in the guise of protecting women; 
Motion 312 (Stephen Woodworth 2012) sought to 
change the definition of “human being” in the 
Criminal Code to include fetuses, effectively making 
abortion a homicide; and the latest, Motion 408 
(Mark Warawa 2012), would “condemn 
discrimination against females occurring through 
sex-selective pregnancy termination”.

" These proposals are noteworthy in several 
respects.  They often purport to defend women, 
laying a trap for the unwary and they act as potential 
wedges by which the anti-choice forces can pry open 
the lid that was effectively closed to them in 1988.  
They allow Harper to placate the anti-choice zealots 

in his party giving him the appearance of rising 
above the fray but at the same time serving as useful 
trial balloons which may gain some traction.

" In contrast to his caution on the domestic 
front, the Harper regime is ruthlessly ideological in 
the international arena as revealed by the 
government’s    refusal to fund safe abortions for 
women in developing countries. And its anti-women 
agenda is underlined its cancellation of the universal 
child care program, abandonment of pay equity 
legislation, cuts to funding of dozens of womens’ 
groups and refusal to hold a public inquiry into 
missing Aboriginal women. 

" It is always more difficult to defend a social 
advance that is supported by broad layers of the 
population but at the same time taken for granted. 
That is the case for abortion rights today in Canada 
and even more so in Quebec. How can we in Socialist 
Action and the left more broadly counter the 
renewed right wing anti-choice offensive?

" If the abortion struggle and victory it achieved 
in 1988 teaches us anything, it is the importance of 
mass action, of not ceding the streets to a powerful 
and ideologically motivated enemy. 

" We want to see all abortions funded under 
medicare and oppose any move toward de-funding. 
That includes opposing the exclusion of refugee 
claimants from coverage, which is part of Ottawa’s 
recent shameful attack on refugee health rights.

" We support measures that would make 
abortion services more accessible for geographically 
isolated women, and in the meantime to cover  travel 
costs to centres where abortion is available.

" For free access to safe abortion in all countries.  
Solidarity with women internationally struggling for 
their maternal health rights and services which 
includes abortion.

" Take the defense of abortion rights once again 
into the unions and the NDP, whose support was 
integral to past advances.
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Socialism is defined as two things.

1. The revolutionary programme for a society based 
on a democratically planned economy under 
workers' control.

2. The revolutionary movement needed to achieve it.

" One thing that socialism is not: it is not a blue 
print. It is not a model community or an isolated 
social reform project. That is Utopianism.  
Utopianism sometimes makes for good science 
fiction, but it utterly fails as a strategy.

" Although socialism is not a blue print, it 
doesn't mean that we have no idea what it will look 
like. It doesn't mean that we have no goals for it. 
Indeed, some of the features of the future socialist 
society are evident in the present, at least as 
potentialities, and have been the subject of 
speculation by the leading socialist thinkers and 
activists of the past 150 years.

" Socialism, according to Fredrick Engels, 
represents the leap from necessity to freedom. In 

other words, the precondition for socialism is the 
eradication of want, and end to shortages in the 
necessities of life. The conquest of poverty will give 
every person the time to engage creatively in social, 
as well as personal activities. Indeed, these two 
aspects of life may tend to blur and to merge. The 
conquest of shortages, on a world scale, means the 
eradication of hunger, illiteracy, and the radical 
reduction of human disease. 

" Longevity, and a superior quality of life, will 
stabilize the human population and enable our 
species to harmonize with other species and with all 
of nature. It will change our diet and our health on 
many levels. Trotsky predicted it will put an end 
gum chewing. No doubt it will change our sense of 
taste, and alter the range of our social and personal 
enjoyments.

" A democratically planned economy, 
overcoming the barriers of private ownership of the 
major means of production, distribution and 
exchange, overcoming the wasteful, irrational cycles 
of the private profit system (to say nothing of wars 

What is the Socialism for which SA is 
fighting?
— BARRY WEISLEDER
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and militarism) will be much more efficient than any 
system hitherto. The gains achieved, once the world 
has been rid of inequality, war and waste, will enable 
humanity to radically shorten the work week. Four 
hours of work per day may be sufficient to produce 
all that is needed. Reduced stress will result in huge 
savings by accident reduction, and by an overall 
improvement in health and safety.

" Production to meet human needs, as opposed 
to private profit and the repression utilized to 
preserve the subordination of the majority to a 
monied minority, will lead to the withering away of 
wage labour and money. With a growing surplus of 
useful things, the need for centralized decision-
making and centralized distribution will wither too.  
That means the withering away of the state 
apparatus. 

" Socialism means “from each according to their 
ability, to each according to their work.” 
Communism means “from each according to their 
ability, to each according to their needs.”  And yes, 
world communism leads to a stateless society 
(anarchy).

" The abolition of classes will have many 
salutory effects. One of them is the disappearance of 
artificial divisions between men's work and women's 
work, between the races of humanity, between 
manual and intellectual labour, and between city and 
country. Marx speculated that in the socialist future, 
a person may fish in the morning, construct in the 
afternoon, and write poetry in the evening. The point 
is.... there will be freedom to engage in a variety of 
useful and pleasurable pursuits.

" A key element of socialism is the liberation of 
women and children, which will take great leaps 
forward with the socialization of house work and the 
transformation of morality. People will cease to be 
objects; we will cease to be possessions of others.

" The leap from necessity to freedom will open 
much wider the doors to science and the arts. What 
may we learn about ourselves and the universe from 

outer space exploration? There seems to be no limit.  
Is it any wonder that science fiction is a literary realm 
that often attracts socialists - not because we are 
hopeless dreamers, but because we see what can be, 
and ask 'why not?'

" The question is: How do we get there? And 
how is the socialism we seek shaped and informed 
by what we do now?

" The necessary precursor to a socialist society is 
the socialist revolution, and for a socialist revolution 
to occur, the leadership of a wise, experienced, mass 
revolutionary party is indispensable.

" What are the norms of such a party, and what 
are the building blocks of such a party?

" One is internal democracy.  Another is 
discipline.  The dialectical unity of the two is 
expressed in this phrase: Democracy in debate, Unity 
in action. Without democracy it is impossible to get 
close to the truth, impossible to obtain all the 
efficiencies and pleasures associated with it. But 
without unity in action, that is, without discipline, it 
is impossible to test policies in an objective fashion 
and make corrections in the light of practical, short 
and long term experience. So, that is why democratic 
centralism is crucial, especially so long as the 
revolutionary workers and our allies confront the 
centralized power of the bosses' state and its 
manifold means of repression. We need to 
concentrate our efforts, in an organized way, on the 
weakest links of the system of oppression.

" Party internal democracy incorporates a 
number of features. These include the right to form a 
tendency or faction. Those are groupings of members 
who seek to make change in the party. Members have 
the right to publish their views; the right to elect 
leaders at all levels. We ensure rank and file control 
of the party, with decisions taken at a well-prepared 
convention by all members, or by elected delegates. 
The outgoing leadership has no priority or privilege. 
It is the right of all organized tendencies to have 
proportional representation in the leading bodies, so 
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long as the largest tendency has a working majority 
on the leading bodies, enabling it to implement the 
policies and tasks adopted by the party as a whole.

" Our party fights for the principles of the Paris 
Commune of 1871.  Those principles apply to 
government, the media, the labour movement and to 
our party. We are for proportional representation of 
parties and currents. Representatives should be paid 
by the state a salary reflecting the average wage of 
the people they represent. All representatives are 
subject to immediate recall by their electors.

" While we constantly try to explain and 
popularize these Paris Commune principles, enacted 
also by the Soviets in Russia in 1917, we understand 
that they can be fully realized only in a workers' 
state. Our current bourgeois dollar-democracy works 
only to block and subvert them.

" The party we seek to build is not a substitute 
for the future society. It is not a hospital for the 
victims of present society. But it does try to 
incorporate political elements critical to its success, to 
realize a better future for humanity.

" The revolutionary party fights relentlessly 
against all forms of oppression. It is the tribune of the 
masses against the bourgeois class system and the 
bosses' state. When revolutionary candidates are 
elected to a bourgeois parliament, they are under the 
tight discipline of the party - a party which is loyal to 
the historic and immediate interests of the working 
class and the oppressed. The party is not a self-
proclaimed 'vanguard'. It plays a leadership role only 
to the extent that it earns the right to lead. There is no 
escaping the need for a vanguard party of the 
working class, just as the bosses have their vanguard, 
known as the government. But small revolutionary 
groups, to become a party that leads the working 
class to power, must first demonstrate their 
commitment to a programme and practices that 
educate and organize workers on a mass scale. Our 
commitment to unity in action on the left, our 
commitment to democratic principles in united 
fronts, coalitions and alliances for specific aims, 
demonstrate the kind of party we seek to build, and 

help to shape the future society. Our cooperative 
approach to working with others in the NDP Socialist 
Caucus, in rank and file caucuses for union 
democracy, in the anti-war and feminist movements, 
demonstrates this too. 

" Members of our party have equal rights and 
duties. Everyone who is able is obligated to attend 
membership meetings, pay dues on a monthly basis, 
carry a banner in a demo, sell our press and 
distribute leaflets. Members are required, to the best 
of their ability, to carry out the 'line', that is, the 
adopted decisions of SA. Differences of opinion are 
normal and fine, but they should be expressed inside 
the organization, not in public.

" Our party is internationalist to its core, in 
theory and in practice. It knows and propagates the 
lessons of the victories and defeats of our class 
internationally. That is why we reject revolution by 
'stages' which typically involve alliance in 
government with capitalist parties.  We reject the 
subordination of workers and the oppressed to the 
interests of a faction of the rich and powerful rulers 
of present society. We are proponents of Trotsky's 
strategy of Permanent Revolution. As Marx said, the 
revolution requires the revolutionary overthrow of 
all existing conditions. "

" Nothing less will do, and given the state of the 
world today, there's no time to waste. So, let's get 
started. Join Socialist Action today.
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