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INTRODUCTION
Torontonians go to the polls on October 27, 2014. For many 

who will take the time to vote in the municipal election it will be an 
opportunity to remove the erratic occupant of the mayor's office, Rob 
Ford.

What a shame, however, if voters are able to sideline that bozo 
politician, but continue to be saddled with his anti-worker, capitalist 
austerity agenda at Toronto City Hall.

Is that possible? Indeed, it is likely, given the circumstances 
which we endeavour to examine below.

Ford's larger than life misbehaviour is an easy target. But what 
are the serious big issues facing working people? And what bad 
policies and practices need to be targeted for elimination, in order to 
implement a radical alternative to the prevailing corporate agenda?

Let's briefly take stock of the situation. Toronto suffers from 
paralyzing traffic grid lock, deteriorating social services, over-
crowded sub-standard housing for migrant workers, growing 
homelessness, rising threats to our health and safety from air 
pollution, and from the shipment of hazardous materials via rail and 
pipeline.

Taxes and user fees go up and up, while public transit, libraries, 
the arts and recreation facilities are starved of funds.

Toronto's unemployment rate is higher than the national average, 
especially for young people, 16 to 24 years of age. Good wages are 
slashed by privatization – as occurred when Rob Ford and city council 
sold off garbage collection west of Yonge Street to the Pickering-
based Green For Life company.

Guns are increasingly the tools of drug gangs on the street, 
offering youths a dismal, twisted alternative to hunger and 
hopelessness. Instead of prevention, there is repression. The innocent 
are victimized twice: by poverty, and also by cops who stop and 
search racialized youths, cops who shoot first and ask questions later 
when they spot 'trouble'.
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Overcrowding in sub-standard housing breeds death and 
destruction. The fire that killed two and injured ten on March 20 in an 
illegal Kensington Market rooming house is a grim reminder of the cost 
of neglect.

Meanwhile, there is a mad boom in condominium construction. 
Often, only super-rich foreign investors can afford to buy. Elite owners 
rent to workers, and speculate on rising property values. In 2006 there 
were 41,749 rented condos. By 2013 the number climbed to 77,255. 
Many renters face extraordinary and illegal key deposits (up to $500), 
huge rent increases to cover escalating maintenance fees, poor quality 
construction, and an inability to get things fixed by absentee landlords.

These problems did not first reach a critical level during the Rob 
Ford administration. Decades of malfeasance and neglect are at fault. 
The fundamental source of the problem is not particularly individual. It 
is systemic.

Growing decay and glaring inequality in Toronto emanates from 
an unwillingness to tax the rich, and to fund solutions. That 
unwillingness stems from big business control of City Hall and the 
Toronto District School Board. So long as the profit-obsessed master 
class rules, the vast majority of the people suffer.

To build rapid transit and decent, affordable housing, to support 
schools, the arts and public parks, to combat racism and inequality, it is 
necessary to spend money. Money for social purposes, in a capitalist 
society, must come from taxation. But workers, seniors and the poor are 
grossly over-taxed. They justly desire to punish politicians who would 
burden them with a heavier tax load.

So then, what is the solution? Clearly, it is necessary to make big 
business, the giant banks, land developers and wealthy religious 
institutions bear the burden of funding social needs.

Of course tax reform is vulnerable to rapid reversal. Socialists 
argue that the battle for wealth re-distribution must rise to a struggle for 
public ownership and workers' control of the commanding heights of 
the economy. Only by expropriating Capital and investing the wealth 
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produced by working people, according to a democratic plan, can 
human needs for good health, housing, education and culture be met.

The plight of the Red Door shelter demonstrates that tax reform 
is not enough. For 32 years, the Red Door on Queen Street East in 
south Riverdale has housed homeless mothers and their children, 
refugees and evicted families. But this shelter, including its 106 
emergency beds, will likely be smashed by the developers' wrecking 
ball in 2015. At the same time, across the region, long-time trailer 
park residents are being evicted. Over 200 in a Barrie, Ontario site, 
face homelessness. This occurs in the wake of the 2011 shut down of 
the West End Motors and Trailer Park in Mississauga, one of the last 
of its kind in the GTA.

How is decent, affordable housing going to be provided for the 
growing mass of the under-housed -- short of public ownership and 
democratic control of land development and the construction industry? 
After centuries, no better way has been found to put people before 
profits.
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Can Olivia Chow fix it?
No person has the power and ability to change society alone. In 

modern capitalist society there are two major classes that vie for 
power -- the working class and the capitalist class. Their interests are 
antagonistic and irreconcilable.

Since the end of the post-World War 2 boom, in the 1970s, 
Capital has been able to put more and more of the burden on the 
working class for the failings of the capitalist system. The situation 
worsened significantly at the outset of the Great Recession in 2007. 
Thirty years of relative labour movement passivity and retreat made it 
easy for Capital to have its way. The ruling rich chipped away at job 
security, pensions, environmental standards and public services, 
always preparing for bigger, more sweeping, more devastating attacks 
on the working class.

The absence of open, disciplined working class party politics at 
City Hall was a boon to big business. The super-rich could spend 
millions to buy plenty of 'independent' politicians -- to get the bylaws, 
contracts and other favours they wanted. They spared no effort to 
obtain the policies that fill the coffers of developers, engineering 
firms, construction companies, etc. Meanwhile, the NDP, and many 
labour unions and other working class community organizations 
turned inward. They just swallowed the setbacks, in self-imposed 
isolation, and offered minimal resistance.

So, what was the difference between Mayor Mel Lastman, 
backed by Conservatives and Liberals, and the ex-New Democrat 
Mayor David Miller?

On the surface, Lastman looked like a loudmouth bully and a 
buffoon, and David Miller appeared much more sedate and 
sophisticated. But Miller actually hit workers harder. He raised more 
taxes and user fees. He cut more services, and viciously attacked city 
workers' jobs, pensions and sick leave benefits. He provoked a strike 
by 30,000 city employees -- the so-called 'garbage strike' of the 
summer of 2009. This happened not simply as a result of Miller's 
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faults as a politician; it occurred due to the fact that Capital and the 
state had less room for maneuver. The ruling rich demanded that 
Miller be their hatchet man, in the given circumstances, and he acted 
accordingly.

The corporate elite had fewer crumbs to dispense. And there was 
less push-back by workers to force a different dispensation. The strike 
left a foul taste. It forced Miller to abandon any bid for re-election. On 
top of that, Miller and other 'left wing' councillors voted for a motion 
congratulating the police after the largest mass arrest in Canadian 
history at the G20 Summit inToronto.

The demoralization of workers and the left by the actions of the 
informal Liberal/NDP coalition governing at City Hall paved the way 
to victory for the rich kid from North Etobicoke, Rob Ford, and his 
reactionary band of multi-millionaires, angry white middle class 
suburbanites and lumpen gangsters.

What lies ahead?
Dozens of people are running for mayor. The commercial media 

is focussed on five of them: John Tory, the former Ontario Progressive 
Conservative Party Leader, city councillor Karen Stintz, and former 
budget chief David Soknacki, as well as Rob Ford himself. They are 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Tory
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karen_Stintz
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karen_Stintz
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all pro-big business, right wing politicians. On the day she announced 
her candidacy, Karen Stintz said, “I believe in the fiscal agenda of Rob 
Ford.”

And then there is Olivia Chow, the former NDP MP for Trinity-
Spadina, wife of popular NDP federal Leader Jack Layton who passed 
away in August 2011.

John Tory accuses Olivia Chow of being the New Democratic 
Party candidate for mayor in 2014.

She should say 'Yes, proudly, that's what I am.' Instead, Chow 
claims she is running “to bring everyone together.” Her mayoral 
campaign is being conducted by a motley crew of Conservative, 
Liberal and NDP honchos. Chow's campaign manager is John 
Laschinger, who previously managedDavid Miller's mayoral 
campaigns as well as federal and provincial Conservative campaigns. 
Former federal and provincial Liberal strategist Warren Kinsella is 
also working on her campaign. Supporters include former Ontario 
Liberal cabinet minister George Smitherman, who was the runner-up 
to Ford in the 2010 mayoral election. The Toronto Star, a Liberal 
daily, seems to favour her. That means an Olivia Chow Mayoralty will 
be a hostage to Capital, and it will be unaccountable to the working 
class and its organizations.

This much is evident in her policies, thus far. Chow proposes 
hiring a few dozen more bus drivers. She urges a downtown relief 
subway line, and an above-ground light rapid transit line into 
Scarborough, instead of Ford's wasteful, exorbitant underground line. 
Chow opposes jets downtown, or any expansion of the Toronto island 
airport. These positions are supportable.

But her calls for more social housing, and for increased after-
school programmes for kids, are policies that range from vague to 
meagre. Her refusal to lead a fight to reverse the privatization of 
garbage collection on the city's west side, to demand that Queen's Park 
restore transit workers' right to strike, and to insist that the police 
budget be cut are signs of capitulation to the new regressive status 
quo. And her failure to target the rich, the big banks and giant 

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=John_Laschinger&action=edit&redlink=1
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warren_Kinsella
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Smitherman
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Smitherman
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toronto_mayoral_election,_2010
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toronto_mayoral_election,_2010
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developers for major tax hikes show a serious short-fall in principles 
and a failure to address economic imperatives.

Instead of stressing her past links to progressive social 
movements, Chow's campaign, so far, emphasizes her “track record of 
promoting small businesses” and how she “balanced budgets with 
(right wing) Mayor Mel Lastman.” Like the Ontario NDP, which 
refuses to support a $14 an hour minimum wage, and which persists in 
chasing the small business vote and focussing on “balanced budgets”, 
Chow's platform heads away from the fight for jobs and services – 
away from the working class base of the NDP.

The Toronto and York Region Labour Council, which represents 
over 195,000 affiliated union members, in a statement titled “The City  
We Want”, describes the challenge facing the majority of people.

“Many vital programmes have suffered due to cost-cutting. The 
TTC moves over a million people a day yet urgently needs 
improvement. Preventative measures for storm water flooding, or 
other emergencies, have been put off till some future date – part of the 
hidden story behind the boast of saving taxes.... Whether it's flooded 
streets and basements, or crowded roads and buses, or youth involved 
in violence – it is clear that short-sighted policies fail our city and the 
majority of its residents.

“... We know what is important to working families – decent 
jobs, affordable housing, schools that work or our kids, and transit that 
is fast and reliable.

“The city provides recreation and library programs that help 
develop healthy life choices, childcare for thousands of families, and 
programs that help seniors keep active. Our vision includes schools 
that can be centres of life-long learning and community hubs; a city 
that can once again be a leader in environmental stewardship; a city 
that has a strong commitment to racial equity and women's equality.

“The people of Toronto deserve to have new leadership that is 
tough, respected, and willing to fight hard and smart for the interests 
of all working families. Those who serve on City Council and School 
Boards have to champion the values that matter to working people – 
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values rooted in the principles of equity and fairness. There are no 
shortcuts to building a society where everyone shares in common 
prosperity.”

There are no short cuts. That's quite correct. And yet, at its 
monthly meeting held on April 3, 2014, Labour Council adopted 
perhaps the most infamous political 'short cut'. It is known as lesser-
evilism.

What is it? Well, its siren song claims that Liberals are a lesser 
evil than Conservatives. Independents are a lesser evil than Liberals. 
New Democrats are less evil than the rest – even if the New Dems run 
as non-party independents who are actually accountable to no working 
class organization.

In keeping with the 'lesser-evil' mantra, Labour Council 
proceeded to endorse a bunch of unofficial NDP, Liberal and 
'independent' incumbents seeking re-election. It will back more such 
self-seeking candidates in the weeks and months ahead.

Trying to get free-range, freelance councillors and trustees to 
fight for pro-worker policies at city council or school board is like 
trying to herd a bunch of wild cats.

But money talks. And big money calls the shots. Capital rules at 
the municipal level of government, not only because it controls the 
other levels of government, the media, the courts, and most of all, the 
economy, but also because the labour leadership gives it free reign 
locally – except for the occasional protest rally.

What's the alternative to this self-defeating, decrepit kind of 
labour lesser-evilism? It is simply this: Direct, independent mass 
labour political action, including a labour party that fights for a 
Labour City Hall and School Board.

The starting point is to re-introduce party politics at the 
municipal level. We say 're-introduce' because party politics was the 
norm in Toronto from the 19th century up to the 1970s. That's when 
enormous big business pressure, combined with muddle-headed, 
middle class populism killed working class politics. And the rest, as 
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they say, is history. Notably, it is a rather sad history of decline and 
retreat from social justice gains and goals.

What is to be done?
Socialist Action fights for labour political representation, 

combined with revolutionary socialist policies. For the past three 
years-plus, since the Rob Ford triumph in October 2010, we have 
drawn the lessons of the Miller debacle, and the Ford disaster. You can 
see this in the articles assembled in this booklet.

Socialists argued for an NDP-Labour Council sponsored 
convention, open to all NDP and union activists across the City of 
Toronto. Its purpose would be to discuss and adopt a Workers' 
Agenda, and to select candidates for all municipal offices. Such 
candidates would be held morally, organizationally and politically 
accountable for their actions -- as tribunes of the working class.

The electoral effort must be coupled with mass action in the 
streets and in the work places. The campaign organization Put Food in 
the Budget set a good example when it put Ontario Liberal Premier 
Kathleen Wynne on trial on February 19 for grossly underfunding 
welfare and disability income recipients. Another is provided by the 
Ontario Coalition Against Poverty which disrupted the March 2014 
Ontario Liberal convention, demanding the party take action to end 
poverty. This came on the heels of the tragic fire in Kensington 

https://go.madmimi.com/redirects/1396635295-33f5bd20500ddd0e8d77a37fe3b31290-197e427?pa=21673873625
https://go.madmimi.com/redirects/1396635295-33f5bd20500ddd0e8d77a37fe3b31290-197e427?pa=21673873625
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Market. A further example was the mass picket at the constituency 
office of MP Joe Oliver, organized by Socialist Action and held on 
March 15, with the backing of over a dozen unions and community 
groups. It demanded that home mail delivery by Canada Post be 
maintained, and that postage price increases be rolled back.

Looking a bit farther back, the potential for a mass fightback 
was demonstrated by the Idle No More and sanctuary city movements, 
the $14 an hour minimum wage campaign, and several large, 
community-based meetings held in opposition to Line 9.

With less than six months to election day, and a total lack of 
political will by the labour and NDP leadership, it is clear that a mass, 
grassroots, decisive political action convention organized by the NDP 
and the unions will not occur. That is a shame.

Nonetheless, that course of action remains the only way forward 
for workers in 2014, 2018, 2022, and beyond. It would also help to 
slow, even reverse, the increasing rightward shift of the NDP across 
the province and the country, at all levels of government.

That is why socialists will be making this argument relentlessly 
and forcefully. It is why we will be fighting for socialist policies in the 
months ahead – particularly amongst the supporters of Olivia Chow 
and the various unofficial NDP candidates endorsed by Toronto and 
York Region Labour Council.

Torontonians, the vast majority of whom are working people, 
need something we can vote for, not just someone to vote against. We 
need a united, principled, workers' political team, headed by a left-
wing candidate for mayor, that will continue to fight for a Workers' 
Agenda, inside and outside City Hall, regardless who wins on October 
27.

Socialist Action will not stop until the job is done. We urge you 
to join us in this effort.

-- B.W.      May 2014

https://go.madmimi.com/redirects/1396635295-33f5bd20500ddd0e8d77a37fe3b31290-197e427?pa=21673873625
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CRACKED, BUT STILL ON TRACK
by Barry Weisleder (from Socialist Action newspaper, December 2013)

Too much ink already has been spilled in exposing the antics of 
Toronto's crack smoking, drunk driving, serial lying, gangster-linked 
mayor. The butt of late night comedy TV, Rob Ford is merely the 
unvarnished version of the establishment hardware.

But behind the ongoing Rob Ford soap opera are a few 
noteworthy points.

The bourgeoisie in Canada's biggest city is far from infallible. 
They committed a whopping error of judgement. By backing Ford, as 
some high rollers did, to channel popular resentment against the 
liberal-social democratic David Miller regime at City Hall, they really 
blew it. For failing to stop Ford (despite his well known fatal flaws) 
prior to the 2010 municipal election, the corporate elite got much 
more instability than they bargained for.

When embarrassed and beset by the eccentric, belligerent and 
obstinate Ford brothers (north Etobicoke city councillors Doug and 
Rob), the city fathers didn't stand on ceremony. They wielded, and re-
purposed the rules to strip Rob Ford of his mayoral powers to appoint 
and initiate. But be very certain of this: in the event that Toronto ever 
elects a socialist mayor, the agents of Capital will use the very same 
select punitive procedures to hobble an insurgent left. Ergo the need to 
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base a Labour City Hall on mobilized workers outside the stately 
municipal edifice.

Despite everything, the capitalist austerity agenda remains intact  
and on track. Unaffected, and perhaps even abetted by the tantrums, 
abject apologies and woozy spectacles of distraction, are the policies 
that keep the burden of funding Toronto's crumbling infrastructure on 
cash-strapped workers, seniors and the poor, while minimizing the tax 
burden of the super-rich. While the business media declare war on the 
Fords, there is no business media war being waged against poverty, 
homelessness, traffic gridlock, inadequate childcare, and 
environmental degradation. The only war we see is on workers, like 
garbage collectors, bus drivers, and recreation centre staff. If only City 
Hall pushed progressive change at the speed pipelines will move 
hazardous dilbit oil though Canada's most densely populated urban 
corridor, a new day would truly be dawning.

The question is, why have leaders of the unions and the NDP, 
and all the so-called 'progressives' presently on Toronto city council, 
not seized on the Ford debacle to trash the corporate agenda and set 
the stage for transformative action on inequality and urban decay?

Because that would require a break with higher user fees. It 
would mean putting a halt to the pandering to big business as 
practiced by the David Miller/Joe Pantalone regime.

Instead, Toronto's labour leadership is taking workers down the 
primrose path of liberal, middle class politics towards the October 
2014 municipal election.

Rather than host a convention of labour activists and members 
of the labour-based New Democratic Party, drawn from across 
Toronto and York Region, to adopt policies and to select candidates to 
fight for a Labour City Hall, we witness a relapse to the tactics that 
utterly failed in 2010.

The “Municipal Political Action Conference”, sponsored by 
Toronto and York Region Labour Council, and held on November 16, 
2013 was “designed for everyone who plans to get involved in the 
2014 Municipal/School Board elections”. What did that mean? That 
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meant it didn't matter what are one's policies, and what are one's links to 
big business parties, like the Liberal Party. It ignored the reality that the 
Liberals share responsibility for cutbacks, privatizing public services, 
giving tax breaks to the rich, and curtailing the right to strike.

Quite revealing was the fact that the conference “Guest Speaker” 
was Jeremy Bird, former National Field Director for the 2012 re-
election Campaign of President Barack Obama. Bird, readers will recall, 
was the target of a high profile protest which forced him to cut short his 
speech at the NDP federal convention in Montreal in April 2013. It is 
shameful, and sadly indicative, that Toronto and York Region Labour 
Council officials would invite this 'field director' for the pro-austerity, 
pro-bailout of big business, deadly drone-wars regime in Washington.

The lessons of the failed David Miller mayorship, and the feckless 
2010 'labour' municipal campaign, are glaring. The situation cries out 
for a political alternative.

Instead of a multi-class, liberal smorgasbord of candidates and 
policies, labour needs an election team that demands the following: a 
free and greatly expanded rapid transit system, reversal of the cutbacks 
and privatizations, the mass construction of quality social housing to 
curb homelessness and poverty, a big expansion of quality childcare, 
and much greater support for the arts, parkland, and community sports 
facilities. To fund this agenda it is necessary to heavily tax the land 
developers, property speculators, big businesses, the banks, religious 
institutions, and the rich.

The corporate elite is scrambling to find their 'unity' candidate for 
mayor. Perhaps it will be former provincial Conservative leader John 
Tory, or a right wing city councillor like Denzil Minnan-Wong or Karen 
Stintz.

So now is the time for the left to seize the opportunity. Ford's fall 
from grace, and the momentary disarray of the right wing on city 
council is just the occasion to convene a real Labour Political Action 
Conference aimed at choosing policies and candidates to fight for, and 
to win a Workers' Government at Toronto City Hall in 2014.
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RIGHT WING MELTDOWN OFFERS NO 
CURE FOR AUSTERITY

by Barry Weisleder (from Socialist Action newspaper, June 2013)

Right wing governments in Canada seem to be on the ropes.
Prime Minister Stephen Harper's regime is mired in scandals, the 

latest centred on a $90,000 payoff by his former chief of staff to cover-
up misappropriation of funds by Conservative Senator Mike Duffy. 
Three Tory Senators accused of padding their expense claims now sit 
outside the Tory caucus as 'independents' while the RCMP investigates. 

Toronto's 'stop the gravy train' Mayor Rob Ford claims he doesn't 
use crack cocaine. But two Toronto Star reporters, and the owner of 
U.S. web site Gawker, swear they saw hizzonner in a video sucking the 
smokey contents of a crack pipe. Five staffers quit the Mayor's office in 
the two weeks after the news broke. Ford insists there is no such video, 
but according to unnamed sources, he confided to his staff that he knew 
the location of the hidden video. And one of the people pictured 
partying with Ford was found by police dead of gun shot wounds.

Montreal’s mayor, Gérald Tremblay, resigned in early November 
in the midst of an eyebrow-raising inquiry that revealed widespread 
corruption among city officials, contractors and members of organized 
crime. Just a few days later, Gilles Vaillancourt, the head of Quebec's 
third-largest city, Laval, quit in the same context.

The Ontario minority Liberal government was rocked by 
revelations that it spent nearly $1 Billion to cancel the construction of 
unpopular gas plants west of Toronto, just to save Liberal seats in the 
Fall 2011 provincial election.  After months of denial, and failure by 
former Premier Dalton McGuinty to release thousands of pages of 
incriminating evidence, new Premier Kathryn Wynne apologized for the 
wasteful fiasco.
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Media pundits call it a right wing meltdown. It's entertaining. It 
sells papers. In the case of Toronto, there was even a side benefit -- it 
helped to kill a harmful downtown mega-casino project.

But, looking at the big picture, scandal is no cure for austerity. 
Severe cutbacks and attacks on employment insurance, pensions, public 
services, environmental protection, scientific information-gathering and 
civil liberties continue apace. The fact is, such measures are integral to 
the corporate agenda in force, regardless the political stripe of the ruling 
party.

The situation in Toronto further illustrates the deeper problem. 
Liberals and social democrats, the main city council opposition to 
Ford's wilting ultra-right wing, are chomping at the bit. They yearn to 
introduce new gas and sales taxes. They promote service fees, parking 
levies and road tolls to fund rapid transit projects urgently needed to 
relieve traffic gridlock.

Instead of proposing to tax big business, giant banks, wealthy 
developers, rich property owners and untaxed religious institutions, 
Ford's opposition and the business media agitate, in unison, for 
regressive taxes. Those are the kind of taxes not based on ability to pay. 
They hit workers, seniors, students and the poor the hardest.

All of which goes to show what the real problem is. It's the 
capitalist system. It matters little which eccentric leader, or authoritarian 
big wig, or capitalist party happens to be at the top.

Scandals are just a sign of divisions in the ruling class. They can 
be interesting, even mildly satisfying when they (however temporarily) 
humble the arrogant.

But scandal mongering is no substitute for mass action. Working 
class political action is what's needed now to stop labour concessions, to 
reverse social cuts, to restore and extend democratic rights – in short, to 
win a Workers' Agenda.
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WHEN WILL THEY EVER LEARN?
by Barry Weisleder (from Socialist Action newspaper, October 2013)

Once again, the leadership of the Toronto and York Region 
Labour Council and of several key union affiliates, is taking workers 
down the primrose path of liberal, middle class politics towards a dead 
end at the October 2014 municipal election.

Rather than host a convention of labour activists and members of 
the labour-based New Democratic Party across Toronto and York 
Region to adopt platform policies and to select candidates to fight for a 
Labour City Hall, we see a relapse to the tactics that failed us in 2010.

The “Municipal Political Action Conference”, set for November 
16, 2013 at 89 Chestnut Street, is “designed for everyone who plans to 
get involved in the 2014 Municipal/School Board elections”. That 
means regardless anyone's policies and regardless their links to big 
business parties, like the Liberal Party, which bear responsibility for 
cutbacks, privatizing public services, giving tax breaks to the rich, and 
curtailing the right to strike.

It is quite revealing that the “Guest Speaker” at the Conference is 
Jeremy Bird, former National Field Director for the 2012 re-election 
Campaign of President Barack Obama. Obama is the chief executive 
tool of Wall Street who bailed out the world's biggest criminal 
corporations. Obama wages endless wars of occupation around the 
world, propping up racist, sexist, homophobic rule at home and abroad.

What about Jeremy Bird? He was the target of a high profile 
protest, which forced him to cut short his speech at the NDP federal 
convention in Montreal in April 2013. (The protest was organized by 
the NDP Socialist Caucus.) It is shameful, and sadly indicative, that 
Toronto and York Region Labour Council officials would invite this 
'field director' for the pro-austerity, big business, drone-wars regime in 
Washington.

The lessons of the failed David Miller mayorship and the feckless 
2010 'labour' municipal campaign are there for all to see. (Also in this 
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booklet you can read the analysis issued by Socialist Action in the 
immediate aftermath of the entirely preventable Rob Ford victory.)

Instead of a multi-class, liberal smorgasbord of candidates and 
policies, labour needs an election team that demands: free public transit, 
a major expansion of the rapid transit system, reverse the cutbacks and 
privatization, build quality social housing to curb homelessness, and to 
fund this agenda, tax the developers, big business, the banks, religious 
institutions, and the rich.

Remember the old adage: The first time you fool me, shame on 
you. The second time you fool me, shame on me.

Don't be fooled again. Protest the invitation of US Democratic 
Party imperialist hack Jeremy Bird. No support for Liberal, 
Conservative, Green Party, or 'independent' candidates. Turn the 
Political Action Conference into a policy-making, candidate selection 
gathering aimed at fighting for, and winning a Workers' Government at 
City Hall in 2014.
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WHAT LED TO ROB FORD'S WIN?
by Barry Weisleder (November 2010)

The 'realistic left' at Toronto City Hall blew it. Thanks to them, the 
municipal election was a write-off.

By pandering to big developers and the rich, by targeting civic 
workers instead of tax-withholding banks, by hiking user fees (and 
politicians' perks) while slashing community services, David Miller and 
company pushed tens of thousands of working people into the boa 
constrictor-like embrace of Rob Ford and George Smitherman.

Joe Pantalone, the hapless apologist for the Liberal-NDP coalition 
government, Mr. Joe 'Pants', the Bob Rae of Toronto City Council, 
alienated his base and deprived voters of a principled, independent 
working class alternative to the big business right wing, right from the 
start.

Many unionists and progressives in Canada's biggest city were 
stunned by the scope of the victory of right wing populist Councillor 
Rob Ford in the race for mayor. Equally disturbing, an increased 
number of Ford-like labour-haters captured seats on Toronto City 
Council on October 25 -- possibly enough to fashion a voting majority 
to implement an agenda of severe social and culture cuts, plus 
privatization and contracting-out measures. 

The turnout of 52 per cent of the eligible voters, compared to 39 
per cent in 2006, rewarded candidates who promised "change". Ford 
received 47 per cent of the votes cast. Former Ontario Liberal Health 
Minister George Smitherman, running on a similar programme of 
austerity and privatization, got 36 per cent.

Deputy Mayor Joe Pantalone, propped up by a disintegrating band 
of labour tops and fellow Councillors, came third with 12 per cent. 
Pantalone helped to steer the informal Liberal Party-New Democratic 
Party coalition that ran Toronto City Hall for seven years. That regime 
not only raised taxes and increased user fees while reducing public 
services. It forced 30,000 municipal workers into a bitter 40 day strike 
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over wages and pensions. It abused workers, and whetted the appetite of 
the corporate elite for more labour concessions. 

A stormy period of clashes over the fate of city jobs and services 
is now in store. Hopefully, there will be mass resistance to the corporate 
agenda. If there is, it may hasten the realization that unions must break 
with the Liberals and fight for an up-front NDP-Labour slate of 
candidates committed to socialist policies prior to the next municipal 
vote in 2014.

How can this be done? Long before the next city election, after 
voters have digested the bitter fruit of opportunism, it will be time to 
return to the future. Labour and the NDP should convene a broad, mass, 
participatory convention to fashion a socialist platform and select 
candidates who can be held accountable to it, to run for all municipal 
offices. Just as the NDP and labour did in the 1960s and 70s, before the 
left-populism of Sewell and Crombie dulled our senses and muddled the 
class line at City Hall, a workers' slate can be built again.

Union activists: Demand that independent working class party 
politics be re-introduced to the municipal arena. Fight for electoral 
reform, including preferential ballots. Make every vote count. Let all 
permanent residents vote, regardless their citizenship. Give workers a 
real choice. Otherwise, the tragedy of October 25 will become a 
permanent farce – at the expense of the working class and our urban 
environment.
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ELEMENTS OF A WORKERS' AGENDA 
FOR TORONTO 2014

Give the Bosses and their Agents the Boot!

For a Labour City Hall and School Board, committed to 
Socialist policies

Defeat the incumbent politicians who voted for, or who supported 
public service cuts, attacks on workers' rights and conditions, 
privatization of public services, and the imposition of increased 
regressive taxes and fees.

Foster local neighbourhood planning bodies that advocate for 
community interests, in harmony with city-wide needs and 
environmental imperatives, and include safeguards against NIMBYism. 
Seek abolition of the appointed, elite-controlled Ontario Municipal 
Board. Include Participatory Budgeting in which Neighbourhood 
Councils have a say on how finances are allocated in their area, drawing 
on the experiences of the Brazilian and Venezuelan Communal 
Councils.

Run and elect workers' representatives committed to 
socialist policies.

Demand that the New Democratic Party and the labour unions 
openly re-introduce party politics and fight for workers' municipal rule. 
Give no support to candidates backed by capitalist parties or to so-
called 'independents' who abet the bosses' agenda.

Focus on issues and loyalty to the working class, not personalities 
and scandal.

Give every permanent resident the right to vote. Institute a 
preferential ballot that allows voters to rank their choices for each office 
- for mayor, city councillor and school trustee. The winning candidate is 
the one who first garners over 50% of the preferential votes cast for 
each office to be filled.
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Put the emphasis on extra-parliamentary action. Mobilize workers 
and the dispossessed to fight capitalist austerity measures, and to 
demand revolutionary social change towards the establishment of a 
cooperative commonwealth -- a democratic socialist society run by the 
majority, from the bottom up.

Decent Housing is a Right, not a privilege
Launch a massive emergency social housing construction 

programme. Create a Housing and General Construction Public 
Enterprise based on the nationalization of leading private land 
development and construction firms in Toronto. Meet human needs for 
quality, affordable, cooperative and social housing, and build these 
without subsidizing or favouring private for-profit firms.

Save the Red Door shelter on Queen Street East. Open more 
shelters to meet the growing need, while working to transition the 
homeless into decent, stable housing alternatives. Expropriate slum 
landlords.

Work to ensure that rent control also applies to residential 
buildings constructed after 1991. Demand changes to the Residential 
Tenancies Act of Ontario to remove the one-year time limit on 
complaints against a landlord, to exclude landlords from the tribunal 
operating under the Act, to widen tenants access to free legal 
representation at the tribunal, and to make the Investigations and 
Enforcement Unit of the Ontario Ministry of Municipal Affairs really 
work for and with tenants. Create a structure to enforce Landlord Tenant 
Board decisions.

As a modest step forward, create a public land trust, incorporating 
air rights above city property. Institute inclusionary zoning whereby 
private developers are required to provide a certain number of 
affordable housing units, and contribute funds for public amenities such 
as parks and community centres. Abandoned property that developers 
just sit on should be expropriated on a 'develop it or lose it' basis.
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Put Health and the Environment First
Stop Line 9. End the transmission of highly flammable 

substances, including by train or pipeline, through the city.
Step up health and safety inspections and bylaw enforcement at 

rooming houses, nursing homes, swimming pools, spas and 
restaurants.

License more food trucks on the streets to offer consumers 
healthy, affordable and diverse alternatives to restaurant dining.

Cut pollution and waste by rapid conversion to green energy 
generation as an alternative to burning carbon fuels.

Cars and trucks are the primary local source of the contaminants 
filling the lungs of residents. In fact, pollution from vehicles on 
Toronto's routinely jammed streets and expressways contributes to 
about 280 premature deaths and 1,090 hospitalizations each year, 
underscoring the need to find healthier travel alternatives, including 
public transit. In addition, the harm done by trucks can be reduced by 
requiring off-peak deliveries so that big rigs spend less time in 
gridlocked traffic.

We say 'No jets, no extension of the Island airport runway.' 
Preserve and expand parks and recreation facilities. The federal 
government should give Downsview Park to the City of Toronto 
instead of allowing Canada Lands Co. to toy with the idea of selling 
portions of the park for commercial purposes.

It should be a priority to service and enhance the city's tree 
canopy both to minimize the potential for storm damage and to 
improve air quality.

Reverse the Cuts, Restore public services and decent jobs
Reverse the staff cuts at our public libraries and recreation 

centres. Reverse the privatization of garbage collection west of Yonge 
Street, and the 2012 contracting out of TTC bus and washroom 
cleaning services.

Rebuild and upgrade the crumbling city infrastructure of roads, 
sewers, water pipes and electricity works.
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Stop the cuts to Toronto Fire Services. Restore the recently 
sidelined fire fighting vehicles and equipment.

Massively increase quality, affordable city childcare spaces.
Make Toronto a $17 per hour minimum wage city. Re-affirm 

and uphold the union-sourced products purchasing policy. Create 
more jobs with decent wages, job security, sick leave and other health 
benefits, and include good defined-benefit pensions.

Don't gamble on casinos. Create more jobs in manufacturing 
through public ownership under workers' and community control.

Wage a mass political action campaign to demand that Ottawa 
maintain home mail delivery. Block the installation of 'community 
mail boxes' by Canada Post Corporation.

Let's Get Toronto Moving
For free public transit. Step up the construction of mass rapid 

transit. Complete the subway to York University and Vaughan, and 
finish the Cross-town Light Rapid Transit line. Build the Finchwest 
LRT from Humber College to Keele. Build a downtown subway relief 
line, and a Scarborough LRT, not Rob Ford's exorbitant three-stop 
subway folly. Radically increase the 504 King streetcar service, and 
augment bus service on major routes across the city.

Take down the eastern section of the crumbling Gardiner 
Expressway.

For more pedestrian-oriented festivals and similar street usages. 
Put people and cyclists before cars. Designate many more cycling 
lanes.

For Social Justice, Not Repression
Cut the Police Budget. No guns or tasers on the beat. No sound 

cannons, super-surveillance tactics and tools. No spies and agents 
provocateurs. No crowd kettling. No city lockdowns. Punish those 
guilty of police brutality. Fire Chief Blair for G-20 crimes against the 
people. Jail killer cops. End 'carding', racial profiling, beatings while 
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under arrest, and racist/sexist/homophobic/anti-immigrant behaviour 
by police.

Fund Education for Social Progress
Make schools centres for community enlightenment and local 

organizing. Fund music, sports, drama and all the arts via progressive 
taxation, not by student fees and charity drives. End streaming and 
give students greater subject selection. Oppose provincial standardized 
testing. For decent pay, benefits and job security for substitute 
teachers, education assistants, lunch room attendants and crossing 
guards. Stop all bullying in schools, including the bullying of teachers 
by hostile students. Foster more Gay Straight Alliances. Uphold 
support for Pride Day and year-round activities for the liberation of 
women, racialized minorities, LGBT and physically/mentally 
challenged people.

Tax the Rich
Steeply tax the giant banks, land developers and speculators, the 

big corporations, huge commercial property owners, and religious 
institutions. Put a graduated land transfer tax on properties that sell for 
more than $2 million. Abolish regressive taxes and user fees. Make 
polluters clean up their own mess, or face jail time and heavy fines. 
Expand public parks and recreational facilities, including by 
expropriation of corporate lands and resources.
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Socialist Action / Ligue pour l'Action socialiste is a cross-
country revolutionary socialist organization in political solidarity 
with the Fourth International. Active in over 50 countries, the 
worldwide Trotskyist movement has for over 60 years been in 
the forefront of workers’ struggles against capitalist oppression 
and Stalinism.

Socialist Action is based on the democratic principle of full 
membership debate on programme and strategy, followed by 
real unity in action.

We are fighting for a world fit for human beings, and for a mass 
revolutionary party to lead the struggle to victory. If you agree 
with what we stand for, we invite you to join us!

If you wish to send us a letter, please request our postal 
address.

Phone: (416) 986-1917 or (647) 728-9143

E-Mail: socialistactioncanada@gmail.com

Pour rejoindre la branche de Montréal: (514) 737-7645
Courriel: rmahoo3@gmail.com

www.socialistaction.ca

$3
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Prospects for Socialism in 
Canada
Edited with an Introduction by Barry Weisleder
2004

Concessions No More!
Fight to Defeat Austerity
A Collection of Talks Presented at Socialism 2013, the 
Annual International Educational Conference hosted by 
Socialist Action /Ligue pour L'Action Socialiste, held May 
10-12, 2013 at the University of Toronto

How to Break the Grip of the 
Ruling Class:
A Guide for Activists
A Collection of Talks Presented at Trotsky School 2013, 
November 15-16

Read Socialist Action Literature


