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Socialist Action 2020

“Our planet is being
turned into a filthy
and foul-smelling
imperialist barrack”
Leon Trotsky
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A revolutionary socialist analysis
of the climate crisis and a
program to fight for human
survival and a better world.
The overwhelming, almost unanimous consensus
among climate scientists, Earth system scientists,
geologists, physicists, chemists and biologists
is that a great acceleration of climate warming
has begun and that the principal cause is human
activity. Human activity is overwhelming the Earth
system. Many have concluded that this phase
commenced around the end of World War II.
A great extinction of life forms on earth has already commenced
and, if unchecked, the extinction of the human species will become
increasingly likely. The dramatic effect of human activity on the
present and future of the Earth system has convinced some scientists
that the Holocene geological epoch has ended and we have
entered a new epoch called the Anthropocene (from the Greek
word Anthropos, meaning human). Many indicators including global
temperatures, aridity, ice levels, animal extinctions, climate related
population migrations, ocean levels, size and frequency of storms,
extent of forest fires, and crop failures are at levels outside (often
well outside) the historic ranges associated with the Holocene. The
principal cause of global warming is the accumulation in the Earth’s
atmosphere of greenhouse gasses. Chief among these is CO2. It is
not human existence in general that is the determining cause of the
threat, but the mode of production and social reproduction of this
existence, which also includes its mode of distribution, consumption
and cultural values. The mode in force for about two centuries –
capitalism – has long since outlived its usefulness.
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In fact, the poorest three to four billion people on Earth emit practically
nothing. A tiny number – the rich – have benefited greatly so far, from
ceaseless, careless and polluting production, and massive numbers of the poor
have paid the cost and suffered the most. The developers of fossil fuels, the
promoters of deforestation in the Amazon and other areas, the brutal violators
of indigenous lands and rights, and those who exhibit smug indifference to
the growing suffering linked to climate change (disproportionately affecting
women and children) are a tiny minority of humanity. The capitalist class owns,
controls and decides on the uses of Earth’s precious resources. But to what
end? If they do not presently answer and are not accountable to the vast
majority of humanity, then to what imperatives are they responding? How is it
that they deny, by their continued activity, the very existence of the developing
climate crisis?

The capitalist ruling class must generate profit and accumulate capital.
The survival of the capitalist system depends entirely upon it.
Even the threatened destruction of the entire human species will not
deter capitalists from this goal. Capitalists and socialists agree on this.
The Supreme Court of Canada has repeatedly ruled that the prime duty of
corporate directors is to maximize shareholders’ wealth. Responsibilities
to employees, customers, suppliers or communities are subordinate to
this overarching duty. Where a conflict exists, it must be resolved in favour
of making shareholders richer. That is the law – the law of capitalism.
Capitalist competition on a global basis drives down the rate of profit.
Everywhere and at all times, capitalists are driven to use any means to
preserve the rate of profit.
The speeding up of production (regardless of the destructive effects on
workers’ health and quality of life), automation and the destruction of
competitors through warfare are among the methods used to shore up
profits. These imperatives have resulted in capitalists seizing nearly all
the surplus value created by the working class. Surplus value is the value
created by workers in addition to the value necessary simply to maintain
and recreate the working class. At the beginning of the 21st century,
humanity is confronted with an unprecedented challenge. Development
projects in every field must respect the limits and good health of the
environment in which they take place. They must recognize, accept
and integrate the scientific evidence for global warming and ecological
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destruction. Moreover, they must contribute to the program of rapid and
decisive measures to avert the calamity that awaits the biosphere and human
life within it.
In the United States, in 2017, 76% of all human-produced carbon dioxide
emissions come from the burning of fossil fuels like coal, natural gas and oil. The
remainder results from agriculture and the clearing of forests (16%), as well as
some industrial processes, including cement manufacturing among others (8%).
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The oil industry is one of the most powerful branches in the world capitalist
economy. More than four billion metric tons of oil is produced worldwide

annually. Oil (and gas) companies are among the largest corporations worldwide.
Among the top ten companies worldwide based on revenue, six are in the oil
industry.
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What about Canada?
Among 17 advanced capitalist countries

3
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highest in per capita greenhouse gas emissions

of the world’s mining companies are based in Canada

Remember that the extraction of oil from the Alberta tar sands is a mining
operation. Canadian capitalists are huge coal miners as well, and conduct
mining operations all over the world. The Canadian mining industry has
developed a reputation for being the most environmentally destructive and
the least compliant with human rights.
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The Toronto Stock Exchange is known worldwide as a mining exchange,
where registration and compliance are easy. The government of Canada
continues to provide strong support for the mining industry, as it has since the
1840s. World famous names such as Agrium, Barrick, Teck, Suncor, Syncrude,
Potash Corp, Goldcorp, Cameco and others are giants in global mining, and
operate worldwide. The Canadian capitalist class, especially the banks and
insurance companies who finance the mining companies, know this. Yet,
many Canadians are unaware. These are the companies that mine coal and
tar sands bitumen, and frack gas seams. Canadian Imperialism is a very major
player in the promotion of fossil fuels and green house gases. Here at home
the same mining, oil and gas corporations and resource infrastructure giants
have dominated public life since the CPR scandal back in Prime Minister John
A. Macdonald’s day in 1867. Settler colonialists have violated treaties with
indigenous people repeatedly, stolen unceded lands, and used legal trickery
and out right lies to steal minerals and oil from indigenous Canadians. They
bribe desperate band councils with money they are intentionally otherwise
denied by the federal government, so that the “deals” they get from oil and
mining companies look generous. Until the miners and drillers arrive, the lands
and waters, under indigenous care, are pure and fertile. Indigenous people in
Canada, as all over the world, are repositories of wisdom on the way to live in
harmony with nature. Their wisdom is a key part of the solution to this great
problem. It is the right of indigenous peoples everywhere to exercise selfdetermination with regard to the use or non-use of resources on their lands.
This means free, informed decisions made without mental, physical, political or
economic duress.
The danger increases day by day, but the catastrophe can be averted, or at
least limited and contained
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Where is the force with sufficient
power to challenge capitalism
and effect the massive changes
necessary?
An entirely different relationship between humankind and the environment is
an urgent necessity. This new relationship, based on a caring model for both
humans and the environment, will not be the result of individual changes in
behaviour. Rather, it needs a structural change in the relationships between
humans: the total eradication of capitalism as the mode of production and of
social existence across the globe. Capitalist destruction of the environment
and degradation of social life must be supplanted by rational, economic and
prudent management of the exchanges of matter between humanity and the
rest of nature. Science and technology can facilitate this management, but only
on the condition that they are not subjected to the dictates of capitalist profit.
Capitalist power must end. Capitalist states must be utterly destroyed and
replaced with workers’ states operating to meet human needs democratically
and in a sustainable way for the Earth system. Only in this context can
economic justice be achieved between the Global North and South, among
peoples, genders, and all the other categories used by capitalism to divide
and exploit us.

Green capitalism?
Green capitalism is a hoax, and the Paris agreement does not allow us to
get rid of environmental destruction in general and the dangers of climate
change denial in particular. The alternative can come only from a worldwide
strategy which satisfies real human needs. These will not be determined by
the capitalist market but by a democratic discussion that allows workers and
their oppressed allies to take their destiny into their own hands, liberated
from market alienation. This will break the impersonal logic of productivist
accumulation, which lies at the heart of capitalism.
Who, in Canada, offers this political perspective? The Green Party of Canada
offers a program based on green capitalism. Its leadership is committed to
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the capitalist system and bourgeois parliamentary democracy. Its participation
in protests is designed entirely to highlight its politicians, like Elizabeth May’s
arrest in Burnaby protesting the Trans Mountain Pipeline expansion did.
The Green Party has no intention of organizing an independent mass
movement of workers and the oppressed to confront the capitalist system.
Rhetoric aside, the Green Party favours a continuation of the oil industry in
Canada. The party concedes the ongoing capitalist ownership and control
of the global oil, gas and mining industries. The Party advocates inclusion
of indigenous Canadians in climate discussions, but nowhere does it assert
the indigenous right to self-determination. Nor do the Greens support selfdetermination for Quebec. They blame workers for fighting to save their jobs
in polluting industries and objecting to measures that would force workers to
pay for the high cost of transition to a green economy. In B.C., for example,
Green leader Andrew Weaver voted against extending the right of unions to
organize if they signed up 55% of the members of the bargaining unit. Instead,
the Green Party supported a separate full ballot after a waiting period that
would allow bosses to lie, intimidate and fire workers in order to defeat the
union. The Green Party of Canada is a distraction; it siphons off opposition to
climate change directing it into harmless pro-capitalist channels. At the same
time, it draws support away from independent working class political action,
expressed in part by the labour-based NDP.

Leap Manifesto and the Green
New Deal
Naomi Klein, Avi Lewis and other supporters of the Leap Manifesto and the
Green New Deal in the US and elsewhere argue for massive change, equality
and justice, acknowledgement of the contribution of indigenous peoples, the
cessation of carbon infrastructure construction, the building of green energy
and services infrastructure, and the termination of neoliberal austerity that
starves low carbon services such as health, education and public transit (while
low taxes and subsidies enhance growing economic and political inequality
and increase carbon emissions). These elements in the Leap Manifesto and the
Green New Deal deserve support. At the same time these proposals fall fatally
short of what is needed to win.
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Capitalism and the capitalist
state are at the root of the
problem.
Either capitalism goes, or we all go. The advocates of these plans, usually
social democrats, are committed to the reform of capitalism, not its
destruction. They propose technocratic modifications led by the experts:
politicos, professors and engineers. They talk about town hall democracy and
local control without reference to the irreconcilable class divisions in society.
The class war is primarily between the workers and the owners; between those
who do, build and create everything and those who profit from their labour;
between ruthless exploiters and polluters, and those who have to live with the
results.

The working class in Canada numbers more than

18 million
5 million
with about

in unions.
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They alone have the power to lead us out of capitalism and save planet Earth
for future generations. No other social class or layer of Canadian society
can play this role. Workers, as a class, have their hands on the means of
production, communication, and transportation. They have the raw economic
power to bring capitalism to its knees.
A second deficiency of the current green social democratic proposals is

the absence of a clear strategy based on mass action. While mass actions
are supported, they are not promoted as an escalating strategy leading to
sharpening confrontation with the ruling class and their state. Workers, through
mass meetings and mass action, strikes, work place occupations and the
development of democratically elected and controlled labour councils in all
communities can successfully challenge capitalism.

Green leaders
Green leaders often reveal a certain elitism by advocating worker
“involvement” in decisions together with financial aid, retraining and more for
workers in carbon industries. However, the workers will not be merely involved
or consulted in the defeat of fossil capitalism. Petit bourgeois green leaders
will accomplish little to nothing of substance by themselves. They do not have
their hands on the levers of production. Revolutionary anti-capitalist change
will be driven by the massive power of the working class and led by their
leadership.
A parliamentary majority will not fundamentally uproot the profit system. It is
an illusion to think that using the bourgeois laws, armed forces, courts, prisons
and civil service can bring about radical social change. Every avenue should be
used to advance the struggle, including elections and campaigns for specific
goals, but the destination lies beyond the current polluting economic system.
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Reform vs. reorganization
The reformers believe that we socialists seek an unrealistic and unattainable
goal of replacing capitalism with a workers’ state to achieve an egalitarian
socialist society. Yet, it is we who accept reality. It is not we, but they, who
propose to reform a system whose fundamental DNA is based on putting
profit over human need, even over human survival if it comes to that. It is they
who choose to keep a system of exploitation, torture, war, cruel oppression
and pollution of the earth, and to try to work within its twisted logic to change
its DNA. We say: Get rid of the insanity and violence inherent in the current
system by reorganising society under democratic workers’ power so that
human needs can be truly addressed and met!
The NDP leadership supports the continued existence of capitalism, believing
it can be reformed. They too believe in a purely electoral, parliamentary path
as opposed to independent mass action. But the NDP is a party based on
organized labour. The most class-conscious workers are found in the NDP. Any
serious strategy to build a mass struggle to fight climate change must include
these workers and meet them where most of them are now – in the NDP.
So, what are the requirements to build the alternative society to capitalism that
can confront and mitigate the accelerating climate peril?
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So, what are the requirements to build the al
that can confront and mitigate the accelerat
The key characteristics of this alternative -- post-fossil fuel
capitalism -- transitional society are:

1

The socialization of the energy
sector: this is the only way to break
free of a fossil energy economy, stop

2

The socialization of the credit sector,
the banks, stock brokers, insurance
companies: this is essential given

nuclear energy, radically reduce the

the interweaving of the energy

production/consumption of energy

and financial sectors in heavy and

and realize as fast as possible the

long-term investments, and in order

transition towards a renewable,

to have the necessary financial

decentralized and efficient energy

resources for transition investments.

system according to ecological and
social needs; reduction of energy
use and conversion to non-fossil
sources are both necessary.
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Collective and democratic
management of resources for
the service of real human needs,
incorporating respect for the good

The production of use values,

functioning of ecosystems and their

decided democratically, instead of

capacity for renewal.

exchange values.

A long-term socio-economic
policy aiming at overcoming the
contradiction between town and
countryside, and re-balancing urban
and rural life. This includes abolition
of monoculture farming that uses
chemicals to manage insects, pests,
diseases and growth rates; the
integration of farming with aquifers
on a viable basis.

There is a gap between the workers’

class consciousness. This gap can be

defence of their living conditions an

and their struggles will converge. Th
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lternative society to capitalism
ting climate peril?

3

The abolition of private ownership
of natural resources (land, water,
forests, wind, solar energy,
geothermal energy, marine
resources, etc.) and intellectual
knowledge; these should all be
owned by society at large and under
democratic control.
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The destruction of all stocks of arms,
suppression of useless (weapons,
etc.)

or

harmful

(petrochemicals,

nuclear energy) products.

The phased abolition of imposed
working hours for the production
of commodities as an alienating
category that destroys leisure time

This massive change must be

and discourages non-commodified

fair and equitable; the abolition

human activities; initially, the

of all forms of inequality and

reduction of the work week from the

discrimination based on gender,

current 35-45 hours to 30 hours, so

race, ethnicity, religion, or sexual

that the benefits of automation are

preferences; emancipation of all

transferred to the working class, not

the oppressed, particularly the

to the ruling class.

emancipation of women and people
of colour; the transition to a new and
truly democratic society must be fair
and equitable to everyone.

’ government required to solve the problem, and the current level of working

e narrowed only by concrete struggles of the exploited and the oppressed in the

nd the environment. By winning immediate demands, larger layers will radicalize

hey will formulate transitional demands incompatible with capitalism.
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In this strategic framework, some key deman

1

Divest from the fossil fuel sector;
stop subsidies for the development
of projects based on fossil energy

2

Mobilize against all extractivist
projects – especially new oil
exploitations such as shale

and its combustion; oppose public-

gas (fracking) and large-scale

private partnerships that currently

investments in the service of the

dominate the energy sector

fossil sector (pipelines, refineries,

worldwide.

airports, motorways, etc.).
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Support popular education
programs concerning ecological
sustainability.

Grant refugee status to the victims
of ecological/climate disasters; full

6
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Refuse any capitalist appropriation
of land or sea, and their resources.

Support the struggles of all
oppressed nations and peoples
from imperialist exploitation of their

respect for the democratic rights

people and resources, and to attain

of refugees, including freedom of

national self-determination and

movement and settlement.

freedom from imperialist rule.
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Green Fund commitments ($100
billion/year) should be made in the
form of grants not loans; for public
management of the Green Fund,
not by the World Bank, but by
representatives of the countries of
the Global South, under the control
of communities and social justice
movements.
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14

Institute integrated free mass greenpowered public transit, both urban
and rural, making the movement
between the two much easier;
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Abolish the patent system and in
particular, stop all patents on life
and on technologies concerning
energy conversion and storage; end

Tax financial transactions and

the theft of ancestral knowledge

construct a redistributive fiscal

of indigenous people, notably by

reform so that owners of capital and

pharmaceutical companies.

their inheritors pay for the transition.
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nds are:

3
7

Phase out the nuclear energy
industry; end the exploitation of
coal, tar sands and lignite.

Defend women’s rights, beginning
with the fight against all attempts
to criminalize women’s decisions
concerning their reproductive
capacities; provide free abortion and
contraception on demand, paid for
by the public social security/health
care system; de-feminize and deprivatize care for the young, the sick
and the elderly; these are communal
responsibilities.
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Ensure a good social security system
with guarantees for all individuals,
including adequate pensions.

4

Freeze, reduce and eliminate the
armed forces in Canada and the US
as massive polluters, oppressors and
resistors to the changes needed to
succeed in the battle against climate
change.

8

Recognize the First Nations/
Indigenous people’s right to selfdetermination; recognize their
knowledge and their sustainable
management of the ecosystem.

12
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Abolish multilateral and bilateral
“free-trade” agreements; remove
ecological technologies from them.

Recognize the ecological debt to
the countries of the South; abolish
(without compensation, except for

Tax on international air and

small holders) public debts used by

maritime transport; the product of

imperialism to impose an unjust and

this tax should go directly to the

unsustainable development model.

countries of the South as a (partial)
compensation for the ecological
debt.
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Promote food sovereignty and
the protection of biodiversity by
agrarian reforms; put in place an

Organize public research; end the

ecological, local agriculture, without

system that submits research to

GMOs or pesticides, and recognize

industry.

it as a public good.
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25

Abolish industrial animal breeding;
strongly reduce production/
consumption of meat; respect
animal welfare.

Develop public enterprises
aimed at job creation through the
implementation of the ecological

22
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Ban advertising and institute recycle,
reuse, reduce: end the consumerist,
wasteful and energy-demanding
model imposed by capital.

Reduce working time without loss of
wages or benefits, with lower work
speeds; implement proportional

transition regardless of profit, under

hiring (especially of youth, women

workers’ and citizens’ control (in

and minorities): together with the

particular in the fields of electricity

development of the public sector,

generation, water management,

this is the best way to reconcile

construction-insulation-renovation,

the reduction of the production

mobility of people through the exit

of goods, of energy consumption,

of the “all-car” system, recycling of

full employment and democratic

waste and repairing of ecosystems).

transition.
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Guarantee workers’ right to organize
and exert control in the workplace,
in particular on occupational health,
product sustainability, production
efficiency, etc.; protection of whistle
blowers.

28

Reform of urban areas aimed at
breaking land speculation, “disartificializing” the city (through
fostering community gardening and
urban agriculture, restoring biotopes
embedded in the urban framework),
and freeing it from the car in favour
of public transport and soft mobility
(developing areas exclusively for
walking and biking).
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23

Establish free energy and water
for basic necessities and, above
this threshold, impose strongly

24

Guarantee to workers whose
companies are to be closed within
the framework of the transition

progressive tariffs tied to usage in

the right to propose alternative

order to fight against waste while

production needed to build a

ensuring basic access; develop a

sustainable infrastructure; if those

strategy to extend distribution of

plans prove unrealistic, workers

free goods (basic food products) and

maintain social rights to retraining,

services (public transport, education,

new work or retirement.

health care, etc.).

Arnaud Gillard - (@arnaudgillard Unsplash.com)
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A just transition
This program is not exhaustive. It is and will continue to be enriched by
concrete struggles. In an eco-socialist perspective, this enrichment must be
guided by the main keys of a just transition: environmental and social justice,
common but differentiated responsibilities, the fight against inequality and
for an improvement of living conditions, the end to green colonialism and
environmental racism, a priority for collective solutions, internationalism, and
the principle of precaution.
Above all, the exploited and the oppressed must gain empowerment by
means of democracy, decentralization, popular control, and the collective
appropriation or re-appropriation of the commons.
The above demands therefore do not constitute a complete solution. They
indicate the general path forward for an anti-capitalist, internationalist,
eco-socialist and eco-feminist perspective that will change all spheres of
activity (production, reproduction, distribution, and consumption) and will be
accompanied by a profound change in cultural values. They are applicable
separately, but an end to the crisis is possible only through their coordinated
and planned application. These measures form a coherent whole, incompatible
with the normal functioning of the capitalist system. There is no other way to
deal with the urgency of the present situation.

From capitalism to eco-socialism
The absurd capitalist logic — irrational expansion, unlimited accumulation, and
a productivism obsessed with and driven by the relentless quest for profit — is
responsible for placing humanity at the edge of the abyss: we are now facing
catastrophic climate change and ecological destruction.
Moving from the destructive “progress” of capitalism toward eco-socialism
constitutes a historical process, a revolutionary permanent transformation of
society, culture and consciousness. This transition will not only bring us to a
new world of production but also to an egalitarian and democratic society,
an alternative way of life, and a new civilization, beyond the rule of money,
beyond habits of consumption artificially produced by advertising and beyond
the unlimited production of useless commodities.
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As Marx has said, the Kingdom of Freedom
starts with diminishing working time.

It is important to underline that such a process cannot happen without a
revolutionary transformation of social and political structures through mass
action by a large majority of the population. In the development of a socialist,
feminist and ecological consciousness, the collective experience of people’s
struggles is the decisive factor, from local confrontations to a radical change of
society.
To dream and to fight for green socialism, or as some say, for solar
communism, does not mean that we do not need to fight for concrete and
urgent reforms. Without any illusion about “green capitalism”, we must try
to win time and impose on the powers that be concrete measures against
the ongoing catastrophe, starting with a radical reduction in the emission of
greenhouse gases.
These urgent ecological demands can favour a process of radicalization under
the condition that we refuse to limit their objectives by subservience to the
capitalist market or accepting the ‘virtue’ of competitivity.
Each small victory, each partial advance can immediately bring us to a higher
and more radical demand. Struggles on specific, concrete problems are
important, not only because partial victories in themselves are welcome, but
also because they contribute to the growth of an ecological and socialist
consciousness, and promote autonomy and self-organization from below.

The preconditions for radical
transformation
The necessary repository of awareness and understanding of this process is the
democratic-centralist revolutionary socialist leadership, the Leninist combat
party. The autonomy and self-organization of the working class under its own
class struggle-trained leadership are the necessary and decisive preconditions
for a radical transformation of the world. This means a revolutionary
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transformation is possible only through the self-emancipation of the oppressed
and the exploited: workers and peasants, women, indigenous communities,
and all those stigmatized because of their race, religion or nationality.
The leading elites of the capitalist system, entrenched behind their barricades,
are incredibly powerful, while the organized conscious forces of radical
opposition are small. The development of the latter into a mass movement of
unprecedented numbers is the only hope to stop the catastrophic course of
capitalist “growth.” This will allow us to invent a desirable form of life, a richer
development of human capacities and a new society based on the values of
human dignity, solidarity, freedom and respect for “Mother Nature.”

Will we win?
There is no guarantee.
To have a chance of success we must struggle
mightily, relentlessly, inspired by every victory to
build the revolutionary combat party that will make
the difference between a vibrant eco-socialist life
and a dismal fossil fuel-dependent capitalist demise.
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