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Kurdish readers, particularly members of the work-
ing class, seem generally unaware of the history of 
the socialist movement in Canada and the activities 
of the workers’ movement in this country.

If previously the obstacle was geographic distance, 
today thanks to modern technology, that obstacle is 
greatly reduced. The challenge is posed directly to 
Kurdish socialists and to the Kurdish socialist media 
that operate in Canada. 

Capitalism exercises widespread influence around 
the world, not only through the use of technology 
but by imposing its social values and beliefs near 
and far.

The so-called sanctity of boundaries, nations, reli-
gions, cultures, etc. … by capitalism, is routinely and 
easily discarded when it serves the interests of capi-
talism.

Contrary to what we’ve been led to believe, under 
this wasteful and violent system nothing is sacred 
but the bottom line – private profit. It is evident 
that, especially over the last decade, not only is the 
toxic system targeting the working class and the 
most oppressed; it is systematically destroying the 
natural environment. 

Why this interview?
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Just as capitalism operates as a global power, the 
working class should unite in the face of capitalism 
as a global force for peace, justice, solidarity and 
revolutionary transformation of society.

Here is a preliminary attempt to fill that need. We 
offer this short conversation with a recognised so-
cialist leader, Barry Weisleder, about the history of 
the socialist movement and working class across the 
Canadian state.

Currently Barry lives in Toronto. He is the federal 
secretary of Socialist Action / Ligue pour l’Action 
socialiste in Canada, co-editor of the monthly news-
paper Socialist Action, and has been working as a 
socialist activist for more than 50 years.

Goran
November 2018
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Who is
Barry Weisleder?

I am a writer, editor, teacher, union organizer, stu-
dent of history, agitator for social justice, and above 
all, a revolutionary socialist party builder.

Born in Toronto in 1953, the son of a Jewish Holo-
caust survivor, and the maternal grandson of earlier 
refugees of war and persecution, I reject colonial-
ism and apartheid today in Palestine, and every-
where else. I love folk music, the arts - classical and 
contemporary, home cooking, gardening, tourism, 
sports and the quiet pleasure of reading. I get along 
fine with computers. But my affinity with high tech, 
home repairs, skilled crafts and mathematics is quite 
limited. My beautiful partner and I just celebrated 
thirty years together.

For nearly fifty years, movements for progressive 
social change have been my life. It began in high 
school with a campaign for democracy and stu-
dent’s rights. That pried opened a door to a wider 
world of issues – the war in Vietnam, neo-colonial-
ism and militarism, the exploitation of labour, dis-
crimination on the basis of race and gender, the 
pillage of the natural environment, coming full circle 
to the threat of nuclear annihilation.

I look back with great fondness and some pride 
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at my organizing achievements: a high school stu-
dent’s rights movement, a sizeable coalition against 
imperialist intervention and for solidarity with free-
dom struggles in Central America, a lasting union 
of substitute teachers (which after twenty years was 
hijacked and distorted by a repressive teachers’ 
bureaucracy), the largest and most influential left 
opposition in the NDP since the Waffle, and most of 
all, my efforts to build, develop, rescue from treach-
ery, and then re-build a core of organized revolu-
tionary socialists in this country, linked to comrades 
around the world.
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When and how did you become 
acquainted with Marxism?

My early student activism led me to seek allies in 
the struggle to democratize the education system. I 
went to demonstrations against the war in Vietnam 
where I encountered the New Democratic Youth 
and the Young Socialists. At meetings held at Hart 
House, University of Toronto, NDY members ex-
plained imperialism to me, although their view was 
tinged with Canadian nationalism. At a Vanguard 
Forum sponsored by the League for Socialist Ac-
tion, to which the YS was affiliated, I bought a copy 
of the Communist Manifesto, with an introduction 
by Leon Trotsky. The LSA taught me many things, 
although at first, I thought the party was too rigid, 
too conservative tactically. I joined a radical student 
group called the Old Mole, and later I was a found-
ing member of the Revolutionary Marxist Group, 
and after that, the Revolutionary Workers’ League. 
In hindsight, the LSA was more often correct than its 
counterparts on the left in the Canadian state.
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From the point when you first 
became a Marxist to this present 
moment, where have you seen 
Marxism and the socialist move-
ment in Canada go and where do 
you see it continuing to go?

The Marxist movement in Canada has, for the most 
part over the past thirty years, embraced an inter-
nationalist outlook, transcended Canadian national-
ism, championed national liberation from the strug-
gles of Indigenous people to Quebec to Palestine, 
Kurdistan, and adopted a working class orientation. 

The Marxists are numerically weaker now than in 
the 1970s and 1980s, but we are growing again. The 
main problem subjective revolutionaries face today 
is how to take their ideas effectively into the main-
stream bodies of the working class -- how to win 
significant influence among rank and file workers 
and build a revolutionary party. The solution to this 
problem belongs to the general method of the unit-
ed front, and to its particular application inside the 
unions and the labour-based New Democratic Party.

In short, the construction of the class struggle left 
wing that every day and everywhere challenges the 
false policies and treacherous actions of the current 
bureaucratic leadership, is the key to advancement. 



8

The Marxist movement must go in that direction, 
or settle for self-imposed isolation, and worse, aca-
demic navel gazing.

I am optimistic that the new anti-capitalist stirrings 
evident among young people will converge with 
acts of working-class rebellion against the bosses 
and bureaucrats. That will open the door to a surge 
of revolutionary party building in our time. It is not 
enough to anticipate that eventuality. It is necessary 
to prepare for it by organizing today.

In your previous response you 
said that the number of social-
ists has decreased.  
What do you think is the cause 
of this?

If we are comparing today to the period of the 
1960s and 70s, several differences are clear. The 
post World War 2 era was marked by an economic 
boom in the advanced capitalist west, coupled with 
state repression and marginalization of the radical 
left. The odious policies and practices of Stalinism 
further isolated that segment of the workers’ move-
ment. But the war in Vietnam and a culture of waste 
and consumerism engendered a worldwide youth 
radicalization. Students took to the streets, not only 
to oppose war, but to challenge racism, sexism, 
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heterosexism and environmental destruction. But as 
May-June 1968 in France demonstrated, students 
cannot make a socialist revolution, and that without 
a mass revolutionary Marxist party, the working class 
will be diverted from realizing its interests and will 
be betrayed by its Stalinist and social democrat-
ic leaders. In the mid-70s and 80s the end of the 
boom inaugurated the fiscal crisis of the capitalist 
state and a wave of social cutbacks and attacks on 
all the past gains of the working class. Profoundly 
lacking, with isolated exceptions, was adequate 
leadership in the unions and labour-based political 
parties willing and able to resist and to reverse the 
corporate agenda. Radical students disappeared 
into the economy and radical workers met with 
mounting resistance, even repression, at the hands 
of the labour bureaucracy. So, the number of social-
ists “decreased” relative to the growth of the popu-
lation and in terms of the requirements of the class 
struggle.

Today, the workers’ movement remains on the de-
fensive. The need to replace the mis-leaders of 
our class is inseparable from the urgency of con-
fronting the escalating crisis of the system, which 
is expressed in elevating environmental problems, 
the growing threat of nuclear war, the deepening 
austerity agenda and the rise of authoritarianism – 
which feed on, and promotes national chauvinism, 
racism and anti-immigrant bigotry.
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You have a political organization 
under the name “Socialist 
Action”, but you work within the 
New Democratic Party of Canada.
Why don’t you run as an 
independent socialist group 
instead of operating within 
another political party?

Canada’s New Democratic Party (NDP) is a weak 
social democratic party, which is patterned after the 
British Labour Party. It was launched in 1961 on the 
initiative of the Canadian Labour Congress and the 
CCF, a left-social democratic party founded in 1933. 

The NDP is frequently elected to office at the pro-
vincial level but has never won a federal mandate. 
Its leadership is pro-capitalist and pro-imperialist. 

There is a growing gap between the outlook of 
those in power, and the majority of workers, women 
and youth who increasingly embrace anti-capital-
ist values and aims. The task of socialists is to give 
voice, structure and revolutionary strategy to the 
new generation of rebel workers. We aim to win 
them to the banner of the future mass revolutionary 
workers’ international.
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Nevertheless, it is supported by class conscious 
workers who have broken with the parties of Cana-
dian big Capital, the Liberals and Conservatives.
There is no party to the left of the NDP outside of 
the small neo-Stalinist Communist Party and a few 
small groups of Trotskyist or Maoist persuasion. 
To abstain from intervention in the NDP is to abstain 
from dialog with the most politically aware workers 
in this country. It is to opt for self-isolation and 
irrelevance.

Socialist Action seeks to build a class struggle left 
wing in the mass organizations of the Canadian and 
Quebec working class. The bureaucratic misleaders 
of our class must be challenged outside of, but also 
within the mass organizations. That is the basis for 
our political activity in the unions and in the NDP.

Our work in relation to the NDP, like our participa-
tion in the labour unions, is fundamentally a func-
tion of our strategic orientation to the working class 
and its mass organizations. We have no ideological 
affinity to social democracy, let alone the anemic 
version of it embodied in the NDP.

The NDP cannot be transformed. It has all the fatal 
weaknesses of social democracy. We work there be-
cause it has been possible to advance a principled 
program of a transitional demands and because we 
are able to meet and discuss with the working class 
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base of the party, which increasingly senses the con-
tradiction between the actions of the NDP leaders 
and the material interests of the multi-million work-
ers in the NDP base. At the same time, I emphasize 
that the majority of SA activity occurs outside the 
NDP. 

In fact, Socialist Action is currently running a can-
didate for Toronto City Council in Ward 1 on the 
basis of a clear, revolutionary socialist programme. 
SA is engaged almost daily in protests against cap-
italist austerity (the movement to Stop Doug Ford 
in Ontario, for example), and for union democracy 
(as organizers of the grass roots Workers’ Action 
Movement). SA belongs to the Canadian Network 
on Cuba, the Venezuela Solidarity Coalition, the 
cross-country Coalition for Boycott, Divestment 
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and Sanctions against the Israeli apartheid state, in 
the left wing of Quebec Solidaire, and is involved 
in campaigns against pipeline construction and for 
Indigenous people’s rights. And all of this is accom-
plished on top of hosting film festivals, conferences, 
public forums, seminars, study groups, as well as 
publishing booklets, articles and leaflets, producing 
a high-quality website and social media materials, 
and widely selling Socialist Action monthly newspa-
per.
The reason our involvement in the NDP Socialist 
Caucus seems so predominant is due to mass me-
dia coverage and the effectiveness of our engage-
ment with hundreds of NDP leftists and workers 
– which, quite obviously, is a darned good reason to 
continue that work, although it is but a fraction of 
what we do overall, year-round.
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Socialist Action banners 
feature Leon Trotsky and Rosa 
Luxemburg.
Why have you chosen those 
figures as icons for SA?

We have no icons, if icon is understood as a reli-
gious symbol or an object of devotion. Revolution-
ary socialists admire Leon Trotsky and Rosa Luxem-
burg for the ideas, principles and political practice 
that they embodied. We are scientific socialists, so 
why not honour the social scientists who advanced 
the cause of the international working class?

Alongside V.I. Lenin, Trotsky was the greatest Marx-
ist of the 20th century. He formulated the strategy 
of Permanent Revolution, which demonstrates that 
capitalism and the liberal wing of the bourgeoisie 
have no progressive role to play in the struggle to 
end exploitation and oppression. Trotsky joined the 
Bolshevik Party and helped to lead the Russian Rev-
olution of 1917, built and led the Red Army to victo-
ry over foreign military intervention and the White 
Generals, was a central leader of the Communist 
International in its early years, fought the nascent 
Stalinist bureaucracy and its reactionary perspective 
of ‘socialism in one country’, explained with acute 
insight and clarity the phenomenon of fascism and 
how to defeat it, and founded the Left Opposition 
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and the Fourth International to ensure the continui-
ty of revolutionary Marxism to this day.

Rosa Luxemburg was an outstanding revolutionary 
internationalist. She explained the material roots of 
reformism, exposed those who betrayed the work-
ing class in favour of parliamentary careers and ca-
pitulation to genocidal war, stressed the priority of 
the Mass Strike in the process of replacing capital-
ism with socialism by which the working class would 
rule directly. Red Rosa was a founder of the Spart-
acus League and the Communist Party of Germany 
and staunchly defended the Russian Revolution 
against its reformist and ultra-left detractors.

Socialist Action believes that while Trotsky and Lux-
emburg were very brave, very dedicated, visionary 
and admirable leaders, most important is what we 
can learn from their ideas, from their teachings, and 
most of all, from the method of scientific socialism 
that they applied to the problems of their day. It is 
the same method we need to apply today, to the 
deadly challenges plaguing humanity with greater 
force than ever.



16

In Canada there are many leftist 
groups, but no one party is 
dominant.
Why is the left not united?

The state of the radical Left in the Canadian state, 
which is in relatively in better condition than its U.S. 
counterpart, is nonetheless weak and somewhat 
marginal. This is due primarily to the prevailing 
relatively low level of class consciousness and class 
struggle. That low level is the product of numerous 
factors arising from the very foundation of the coun-
try.

The Canadian ruling class benefits from the expro-
priation of the fabulous wealth of the northern half 
of a vast continent, which was facilitated by the near 
genocide of its original inhabitants, by the institu-
tion of slavery and national oppression on which 
the Canadian colonial settler state was constructed. 
Successive waves of low wage immigrants were inte-
grated into the system by their access to the crumbs 
of wealth generated in Canada, and from afar by 
Canadian imperialist banks, mining corporations 
and other extraction mechanisms. Notwithstanding 
these material forces, labour in Canada is organized 
to a greater extent (32%) than in the USA (12%). It 
sustains the only mass workers’ party (albeit elector-
alist and reformist) on the continent of North
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America. The variety of small parties on the left 
reflect the strategic, tactical, political and method-
ological differences that characterize the left in vir-
tually every country on Earth The historic cleavages 
between revolutionary Marxism or Trotskyism versus 
social democracy, Stalinism, anarchism and sub spe-
cies of these are present on the Canadian left. 

The left is not united because the difference be-
tween class struggle politics and the politics of 
class collaboration cannot and should not be swept 
aside. 

What separates Socialist Action, which represents 
the historical continuity of Marxism in Canada, from 
the early 1920s to the present, is the commitment of 
SA to working class political independence from the 
parties of Capital and the state, and to mass action, 
the united front, permanent revolution and work-
ers’ democracy. Even in the midst of a revolutionary 
insurrection, when there may be a tendency to unite 
the genuine revolutionaries in the heat of battle, 
total left unity is an utter fantasty. Papering over real 
differences woud be counterproductive.

Unprincipled unity, the cobbling together of a single 
party on the left containing fundamental political 
differences would be a prescription for politica
paralysis, leading to the explosion of the party
at the first sign of disagreement, resulting in the
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demoralization of its members and supporters.

The best way to forge principled unity is through 
open dialog, joint political collaboration on issues 
where there is agreement on practical action, and 
most importantly, by upholding a vigorous internal 
democracy.

Socialism in one country versus 
permanent revolution.
Are these two different 
strategies, reflecting the 
antagonistic interests of 
different classes, or are they 
simply different tactics in pursuit 
of the same goal?

Socialism in one country is not only an impossibility, 
it is the rationalization of a privileged bureaucracy 
that seeks to use workers’ parties abroad to subor-
dinate the class struggle of workers to diplomatic 
relations with capitalist rulers in every other coun-
try. Under the guise of the alleged lack of objective 
conditions for socialist transformation, the propo-
nents of the stages’ concept subordinate the
interests of the working class to a treacherous alli-
ance with the liberal or left-nationalist bourgeoisie,
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which prepares the defeat of the working-class
organizations.

The strategy of Permanent Revolution rejects the 
pursuit of political power by the working class in 
alliance with any sector of Capital and its state ap-
paratus. This is not to say that we do not fight for re-
forms and democratic demands, nor that we do not 
seek alliances of a tactical nature on specific issues. 
But in doing so, Trotskyists link those issues and de-
mands to an overall programme for socialist revolu-
tion, and reserve the fight for power to the working 
class, to the organizations of the oppressed, and 
especially to the revolutionary party that can unite 
and lead them all to victory over capitalist minority 
rule.
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In general, the left in the west 
does not actively confront 
political Islam. In a lot of cases, 
the left in the name of anti-
imperialism and anti-racism, 
engages in unity in action with 
many tendencies, including 
groups associated with political 
Islam.
From your perspective, why does 
this occur?

As I indicated above, socialists seek unity with all 
tendencies and currents, even those beyond the 
workers’ movement, to achieve certain specific, 
concrete demands that will improve the capacity of 
workers everywhere to fight for power.
In so doing, our central responsibility in the realm of 
international affairs is to oppose the machinations 
of our own ruling class, and to support uncondition-
ally the struggles of workers and oppressed nations 
against imperialism, especially Canadian imperial-
ism.

The best way to break the masses from illusions in 
religion and from subordination to institutions of re-
ligious rule is to get the boot of imperialism off their 
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neck. Political Islam is a distorted popular response 
to imperialist intervention. Choke imperialism and 
you choke the life support for mysticism, misoge-
ny, homophobia, and many other man-made evils 
propagated by neo-colonialism and capitalism. 

The section of the left that is obsessed with oppos-
ing Political Islam in the west plays into the hands of 
the capitalist rulers in the west and turns its back on 
anti-imperialist and progressive workers in countries 
like Canada. We say Oppose Ottawa’s boycott of 
Iran, which is strongly linked to Ottawa’s support for 
the Zionist apartheid state and to Justin Trudeau’s 
military interventions in the Middle East and Africa.
The working class will defeat the reactionary rulers 
in the East by helping to put an end to domination 
by the West over the economies and institutions of 
the masses in the East.
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Public interest in Karl Marx 
today is a sign of the vitality of 
heterodox Marxist thought at 
a time when the legitimacy of 
capitalism is once again coming 
under challenge. 
Do you agree? 

Yes, I do agree. Capitalism today, on a world scale, 
is hard pressed to grant the reforms and conces-
sions that lent it some legitimacy in the past. On 
top of the huge debt bubble that artificially sustains 
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capitalist rule, and which may burst again (as in 
2007) at any moment, there is a rampaging envi-
ronmental crisis in the form of catastrophic climate 
change that is fueling more resource wars and the 
displacement of millions made into refugees by the 
failed global system.

What is to be done? Our task is to take Marxist 
ideas into the main bodies of the working class, 
to fight for leadership there, to utilize aggressively 
the united front tactic, and to build a revolutionary 
workers’ party to strive for political power and so-
cialist revolution.
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What did Marx mean by the 
contradictions of capitalism?

The primary contradiction is between the social 
nature of production and the private ownership 
of the means of production. The result is colossal 
waste, eco-destruction, and the growing resort to 
repression and authoritarian rule to perpetuate an 
irrational and toxic system. The only way to resolve 
the contradictions at the heart of capitalism is to 
socialize the means of production, and to institute 
a democratically planned economy which is guided 
by the principle: Produce to satisfy human needs, in 
harmony with nature.

As Karl Marx famously said: “Hitherto, the philoso-
phers have interpreted the world. The point, howev-
er, is to change it.”
And as Leon Trotsky famously added: “The world 
political situation as a whole is chiefly characterized 
by a historical crisis of the leadership of the prole-
tariat.”

Canada appears to be a multicul-
tural country in which there are 
socialist groups whose members 
come from various nations. Do 
these socialist immigrants have 
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the opportunity to work with 
the working class and socialist 
groups in Canada?
 
The working class in the Canadian state is possibly 
the most multi-national and multi-cultural in the 
world. The bosses love to exploit the diversity of the 
labour force by paying immigrant workers less than 
the average, sometimes not paying at all, and by 
promoting bigotry and discrimination to discourage 
union and progressive campaign organizing efforts.

At the same time, the left can benefit by drawing 
on the rich traditions of class struggle that form the 
background of many workers who are new to Cana-
da. Socialist immigrants have a duty to join the class 
struggle and the socialist left in Canada, just as we 
have a duty to welcome socialists from abroad into 
our ranks. Socialist Action places a high priority on 
international solidarity, which is reflected in our cur-
rent campaigns against authoritarian regimes, like 
the ones in Ukraine, Hungary, Turkey, Saudi Arabia 
and Israel. Only by active engagement with unions, 
with social justice campaigns, and by building a 
revolutionary party rooted in the class struggle in 
the country where they now live, can socialist im-
migrants seize the opportunities to effect positive 
progressive and revolutionary change here and now. 
Our door is open. Join us! 
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As a revolutionary intellectual,
do you recommend any authors 
or writings, other than the 
classics written by Karl Marx?
 
I can recommend many, many books. I start with 
the works of V.I. Lenin, especially on imperialism, 
the national question, the state, and on revolution-
ary party building. I recommend Leon Trotsky on 
strategy (permanent revolution), history (the Russian 
Revolution, the rise of Stalinism), “Art and Revolu-
tion”, “The Struggle Against Fascism in Germany” 
and “The Transitional Programme.” To those I add 
the writings of James P. Cannon, Ernest Mandel, 
Klara Zetkin (Fighting Fascism), Rosa Luxemburg 
(The Mass Strike, her critiques of reformism, includ-
ing the Junius Pamphlet), Victor Serge, Fidel Castro 
and Che Guevara. There are numerous Canadian 
authors I urge you to read, from the classic “The 
Founding of Canada” and “Unequal Union” by 
Stanley Ryerson, to the more contemporary works 
of Ernest Tate “Revolutionary Activism in the 1950s 
and 1960s”, Ross Dowson’s “The Power and Dilem-
ma of the Unions”, and the books of John Riddell 
(nine volumes of materials from the Communist 
International), Francois Moreau, Brett Smiley, Joe 
Flexer, Judy Rebick (early writings) and Richard 
Fidler.
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Is there anything else that should 
be mentioned?
 
Allow me to present a synopsis of the current analy-
sis and campaigns of Socialist Action.

The world is on fire, from California to British Co-
lumbia; from the prairies, to north Ontario, to Swe-
den, to Greece, and across Africa and Asia. The 
culprit is corporate capitalism. And the race is on 
to implement socialist solutions that alone can save 
nature and civilization.

The body politic is also on fire as working people 
respond in various ways to a de-stabilized, cri-
sis-wracked world order. Political polarization is in-
creasingly visible. Provincial elections in British Co-
lumbia, Ontario, Quebec, and New Brunswick show 
this to be true. The Liberal Party took a beating. In 

I recommend all the programmatic and analytical 
texts of Socialist Action and its predecessor parties, 
the League for Socialist Action and the Revolution-
ary Workers’ League. To these I add Yves Engler’s 
nine books that present a searing, detailed critique 
of Canadian imperialism, and the works of Ian An-
gus, “Canadian Bolsheviks”, “Facing the Anthropo-
cene” and “A Redder Shade of Green.”
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Ontario, the hard-right wing Conservatives led by 
Doug Ford won 60% of the seats with only 40% of 
the votes cast. But forming the Official Opposition 
in Ontario is the labour-based, slightly left of centre 
New Democratic Party. 

In Quebec, the conservative, anti-Muslim, anti-Arab 
immigration party, the CAQ (Coalition Future Que-
bec) won a majority of seats in the National Assem-
bly on October 1. But coming in tied for third, just 
behind the shattered Liberals, is Quebec Solidaire. 
QS is a left populist, anti-austerity, pro-sovereignty 
party. It equaled the seats of the bourgeois nation-
alist Parti Quebecois which had governed, off and 
on, for decades.

In B.C., on the ‘left coast’, the Liberals were ousted 
by the NDP, which formed the government in 2017, 
supported on confidence votes by 3 Green Party 
MLAs.

On a much smaller scale, the far left is growing too. 
Socialist Action, in the past four years, has tripled in 
size. We are present in 12 cities across 6 time zones. 

Our growth has enabled us to step up our work in 
the labour movement, in the labour-based NDP, and 
in campaigns against imperialist intervention aimed 
at Venezuela, Palestine, Syria, and across Asia and 
Africa. 
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What Trotsky argued eighty years is no less true 
today. The main crisis of the contemporary world is 
the crisis of proletarian leadership. It is the task and 
duty of class-conscious workers, and our allies, to 
do whatever we can to help to resolve this crisis by 
promoting policies and actions that aim to free our 
class from the shackles of class collaboration and 
bureaucratic domination.

We just re-launched a class struggle left wing group 
in the unions called the Workers’ Action Movement 
at a conference held in Toronto on Sept. 29 attend-
ed by over 50 workers who belong to seven differ-
ent unions. We are calling for an Emergency Ontar-
io Labour Federation convention to plan a general 
strike to defeat Conservative Doug Ford’s profound-
ly anti-worker agenda. Toronto Labour Council ad-
opted our resolution calling for such an emergency 
labour convention.

For the first time in the 25-year history of Socialist 
Action, our party ran a candidate for Toronto City 
Council in the city election on October 22. We chal-
lenged the NDP to run candidates in its own name, 
and when it failed to do so, we carried forward, 
modestly, the fight for a Workers’ Agenda and a 
Labour City Hall.

Just as socialists contend against the conservative 
bureaucracy in the unions, socialists fight the right 



31

wing in the labour based NDP by building the NDP 
Socialist Caucus, the most visible left-wing oppo-
sition in Canada. No serious revolutionary body 
can neglect to intervene in the mainstream work-
ing-class organizations.

We greatly value our partnership with Socialist Ac-
tion - USA, and with all the parties in the Platform 
for a Revolutionary International, which operates as 
a tendency in the Fourth International. Together, we 
are doing all we can to counter the wars for power 
and plunder that our imperialist rulers pursue.

We are fighting oil and gas pipelines and standing 
up for the rights of Indigenous people and immi-
grant workers. The environmental movement won 
a victory recently when a federal court stopped the 
construction of the Trans Mountain pipeline. The 
leaky 64-year-old Kinder Morgan line, that the new 
line would parallel, goes from Alberta to the BC 
coast. But Liberal Prime Minister Justin Trudeau is 
not giving up. He will fake another round of “con-
sultations” with First Nations, and then push ahead. 
By the way, Trudeau just signed the biggest ever 
contract to ship Liquified Natural Gas. It would go 
through a west coast port to Asian markets. Needed 
is a massive working-class campaign to stop carbon 
energy proliferation and to rapidly shift to sustain-
able green energy before it’s too late. SA urges the 
workers’ movement to demand public ownership 
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and workers’ control of Big Oil and Gas so that the 
industry’s trillions can be invested in a timely transit 
that leaves no workers behind.

SA supports campaigns against the European 
Union, the bloodsucking Troika, and the other capi-
talist trade cabals which have inflicted such suffering 
on working class and impoverished people. The 
crisis of the system has fueled populist anger. Into 
the partial vacuum resulting from the collapse of the 
reformist project we see a growth of authoritarian-
ism and even fascist movements like Golden Dawn 
in Greece. Trotskyists are in the forefront of the fight 
against the alt-right and for the defense of demo-
cratic rights globally. We can build on the growing 
interest in socialist ideas provided that we are very 
clear on one point: There is no electoral solution. 
There is no market solution to the evils of capital-
ism. Only a social revolution can solve them. Only 
by taking control of the major means of production, 
like the Cubans did 57 years ago, only by instituting 
democratic planning, in harmony with nature, does 
humanity have any hope of survival. 

That’s what Socialist Action-Canada is all about. It 
is very active on several fronts. Increasingly, we are 
looking to dialog and collaborate with revolutionary 
forces around the world. We recognize that a key 
task is to build a new revolutionary International. 
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Our desire is keen. 
Our solidarity is unshakeable. 
Our time is coming.

Long live the international working class.
Smash all the corporate ‘free’ trade deals of misery 
and plunder! 

Long live the fight for eco-socialism and feminism. 
Workers to power!
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SUBSCRIBE, 
SUPPORT, 
JOIN.
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I want to subscribe to Socialist Action monthly 
newspaper. Enclosed is $26 for 12 issues (first class 
mail).

I want more information about Socialist Action.
My main areas of interest are: _____________________
_________________________________________________

I want to support Socialist Action with a pledge of 
$_____ per month.

I want to join Socialist Action.

Name: __________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________
_________________________________________________

Phone: __________________________________________

E-mail: __________________________________________

For postal correspondence, donations, 
subscriptions and cheques, contact the Toronto 
number for our address.
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Welland - Port 

Colbourne 

905 - 834 - 6061

Winnipeg 

204 - 228 - 7063

Edmonton 

780 - 203 - 1821

Calgary 

403 - 891 - 6680

Vancouver 

604 - 353 - 4020

Victoria 

250 - 589 - 3650

Halifax, NS: 

902 - 735 - 2336

Saint John, NB 

506 - 693 - 5640

Montreal 

514 - 737 - 7645

Ottawa 

873 - 688 - 7578

Kingston 

613 - 544 - 1055

Belleville 

613 - 661 - 4368

Cobourg 

289 - 928 - 0117

Thornhill 

905 - 882 - 9334

Richmond Hill 

416 - 454 - 6471

Peel / Mississauga 

647 - 891-1390

Guelph / Waterloo 

519 - 994 - 1608

Hamilton 

905 - 526 - 7086

Central office:

 

Toronto 

647 - 986 - 1917

Contact Socialist Action
Ligue pour l’Action socialiste

www.socialistaction.ca socialistactioncanada@gmail.com

Socialist Action 2019
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